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ADVERTISMENT. 


2 HE ‘following Addrefs was fent to America, 
§ within a few days after its date, with orders 
to have it publifhed, but for reafons, which the 
circumftances, and temper of the times fugzeited, 
the publication was deferred, and I know not if 
it has as yet been made public in the United 


@ 


States ; but my filence, on this fubject, has been 
conflrued fo much to my difadvantage, that I 
cannot in jultice to myfelf, any longer delay that 
vindication of my conduét, whilft in the fervice 
of my country, which has been fo long expetted. 


from me. 
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NORTH AMERICA. 


Friends, and Fellow Citizens, 


HE happy period being arrived, in which 
. , we may, in peace, take a review of the 
{cenes through which we have paffed, and with 
! calmnefs and impartiality examine and judge of 
paft tranfa€tions, I am encouraged to come for- 
ward, and to addrefs you ona fubje€t of infinite 
importance to myfelf, and of fo much to you, as 
| to excufe me from the making any previous apo- 
logy on the occafion ;—perhaps I ought rather to 
make one, for my having been fo long filent, under 
the many heavy charges brought again{ft me, in 
the public papers, in America.—Neither a want 
of fufficient means to refute them, or any indif- 
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ference as to the opinion of my -countrymen, 
occafioned my filence ; but the refleGtion, that 
during the rage and violence of war, and whilft 
party prejudices, heats and jealoufies, were im their 
full force, it was by no means the time for a cool 
and difpaffionate difcuffion of any fubjeé, on 
which, appearances had already prejudiced the 
minds of the public. 
J therefore refolved to wait, and to improve ae : 
firfl moment of public peace and tranquility, to 
appear, and to plead my caufe at your bar ; during 
near three years of misfortunes, and exile, I haves 
impatiently looked for it ; I now flatter my felt that 
it is arrived, and in that confidence, venture to calt 
your attention tomy cafe. Itis of fome impor- 
tance to youto know, if one, who. formerly had 
your confidence to a great degree, actually betrayed, 
and deferted you, and was guilty of the frauds, 
_peculation, and treachery, with which he has been 
charged ; or if artful, and defigning men, inimical — 
to him, have taken the advantage of his weaknels, 
or imprudence, to charge him, with thofe enormous 
crimes, to excite a areae clamour again{t him, 
and from his filence, to infer, in the flrongeft man- 
ver, his guilt. Though I may folicit your ex- 
amination of the fabject at this time, under very 
great difadvantages, yet Iam by no means thereby 
deterred, from doing it. As yet you have heard 
‘but one fide of the queftion, and that at a time 
| : when 


been faid, or done againit me, will be deemed un-. 
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when your fituation made you juflly apprehenfive, 
and jealous of danger from every quarter, and ren- 
dered you, as it were, feelingly alive im every pore. 
At prefent, when we are happily freed from the 
alarms, and dangers of war, you will not refufe to 
hear the other part, and thereby become capable 
of judging on the whole with certainty, and with 
juftice, to the accufer, as well as to the accufed, 

which'is all I afk, or with for. Unwilling to take 
up more of your time, than what is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, I fhall not, in this addrefs, recapitulate the 
many furmifes, and infinuations thrown out by my 
enemies, in the courfe of their perfecuting of me, 
but confine myfelf to their dire& charges, all of 
which, are comprehended under two heads : Firft, 
That I was guilty of fraud, and peculation, in the 
management of the public monies committed to 
my care ; and Secondly, That after my return to 
France, in 1781, I wrote thofe letters, which were 
intercepted, and publifhed in New- York, from in- 
terefted motives, and with a bafe and treacherous 


defign, toinjure my country, having previoully en- 
gaged myfelf, in the intereft of her enemies. Jf on 
an impartial examination of facts, you fhall judge 
me guilty of thefe crimes, nothing that has hitherto 


juft, or too fevere; but if, on the other hand, you 
Shall, from the moft unqueflionable fatts and cir~ 
cumftances, find thofe charges to be falie and 
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groundlefs, whatever weaknefs or imprudence you 
may find me jufily chargeable with, you will, at 
leaft, acquit me of any thing criminal, and pro- 
nounce me to be, a man more finned againft than fin 
ning. My conduét in the early part of the late con- 
teft, and until my leaving America in April, 1 776, 
to go for France, in the character of commercial 
and political agent, and commiffioner for ‘the 
United States, is too weil known, to require my 
referring toany partofit.. The charges againit | 
me, originate, after that period ; previous to it, I 
had no charge of public monies. 

xa arrigets in France in June, 1776, and fine as 
{cle commercial and political agent, for the United 
States until the month of .December following, 
when I received a commiffion from Congrefs, ap- 
‘pointing Doétor Franklin, Mr, Lee, and myfelf, 
their joint commiffioners plenipotentiary. And I 
continued to a€ét in this laft chara€ter, until the Grit 
of April, 1778, when, in obedience to the orders of 
Congrefs, I left Paris on my return to America, 

and fr om that period to the prefent hour, have not 
been entrufled with the monies of the public, or 

with any public employ: It therefore follows, 
that if frauds, peculation, and  embezzle- 
ment, were praétiled, and committed by me, they 
muft have been, in and during that period, that 1s 
between April, 1776,and April, 1778 ;—and that 
I mult have committed them, in my tranfaétions at 
Paris, 
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Paris, where I conftantly refided. The time and 
place being afcertained, the juftice or injultice of 


this charge, will at once be feen, by an examination 


of my receipts, and difburfements of public monies. 
On the 4th of March, 1778, I received a pofitive 
order from Congrefs, to return immediately to 
America, to acquaint them with the fiate of ther af- 


Jatrsin Europe ; in the refolution of Congrefs trani- 


mitted, and in the letter accompanying of it, thi, 
appeared to be the only motive, and objet of my 
recall | 

Though the treaties with France, had. been con- 
cluded and figned on the 6th of February preced- 


yng, yet they had ftill been kept fecret, and, by 


agreement with the Court of France, were not to 
be made public in Europe, until intelligence fhould 
be received of their being arrived, and publifhed in 
America ; but feveral circumftances éoncurred at 
that time, to induce the Court of france, to change 
their plan, and publicly to announce to the Court 
of London, their having entered into treaties of 
commerce, and alliance with the United States, and 
to difpatch with all poflivle fecrecy, and_expedi- 
tion, the fleet then at Toulon to America, under 
the command of the Count d’Eftaing ; and the 
Countde Vergennes and Door Franklin. joined 


in advifing me, to keep my recall, and my intention 


to return, fecret, until the fleet fhould fail, in 


which it was propoted that | fhould embark. 
At 
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At this time, moft of the contrafts for flores, 
arms, cloathing, &c. and for fhips to tranfport 
them to America, were compleated ; the execu- 
tion of thofe contraéts had been principally under 
my direction, but though monies had been ad- 
vanced on all of them, the accounts of the con- 
trators, had not been brought tn for fettlement, 
and it was impotlible for me, Gif T literally com- 
plied with the order of Congrefs, and with the 
| urgent requeft of the F rench Minifler, and of 
Dr. Franklin, to go out in the fleet ;) to do any 
thing previoully, towards the calling in and 
fettling the public, or even my private accounts ; 
any attempt that way, would have defeated the 
fecrecy, and cifpateh enjoined me. Though no- 
thing appeared in the order of Congrefs, or in 
any of their letters, which intimated the leaft dil 
fatisfaion with my conduct, or any fufpicion of 
the faithful management, and application of the 
public monies, yet as I had, from the firft, the 
misfortune, to have in Mr. Lee, one of my col- 
eagues, a moft, jealous, and artful enemy, and 
fenfble that many ill offices, had been done me in 
America, 1 was extremely defirous to put off my 
return, until all the tranfactions, in which I had 
had any concern, for the public, fhould be fettled 
and clofed : but finally, I fubmitted, to the advice 
of Count De Vergennes, and of Door Franklin, 
and contented myfelf, with taking from Mr. 


Grand, 


at ae 
Grand, the Banker for Congrefs, an accompt of 
ali the monies received, or paid: out, on accompt 
of the United States, up to that time, this was all 
that was im my power to do; and as Mr. Grand, 
had mentioned in this accompt, the names of all the 
perfons to whom he had paid the.money, and as I 
carried out with me, the moft-honorable tefti- 
monials *, from his moft Chriftian Majefty, from 
his Minifter, and from my colleague and intimate 
friend, Dr. Franklin, of my zeal and integrity in 
the fervice of my country, J had no reafon to 
apprehend the being cenfured for not having 
Jettled, and brought’ out with me all the public 
accompts, and their vouchers, in detail ; but on 
my arrival in Philadelphia, I foon found that my 
enemies; had been to a certain degree fuccefsful, 
in poifoning the minds of the public, by infnuat- 
wng that I had become immenfely rich, in their 
jervice, and confequently, that I mult have 
been guilty of undue, and difhonelt practices ; 
and though I had been fent for, exprefsly 
to inform Congrefs, of the flate of their 
affairs in Europe, and notwithftanding the ho- 
norable chara€ters I had fuftained, as their poli- 
tical and commercial’ Agent, and afterwards 
as one of their Commiflioners Plenpoten- 
tiaries, I could not obtain an audience of that 
body, until after fix weeks attendance agd foli- 
citation. | 
* See Appendix, NG, 152, 35 
I then 
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I then gave them, verbally, a faithful detail of 
the ftate of their affairs in Europe, and laid before 
them Mr. Grand’s accompt, of the receipts and 
payments of monies, to the time of my leaving 
Paris; and requefted, that if there had been any 
charge, or infinuation again{ft me, for mifmanage- 
ment or negleét, that I might be informed of it, 
and be permitted to be heard in my defence. I] 
was not told of any; and though Congrefs ap- 
peared no ways diffatisfied with the account I 
then gave them of the flate of their affairs in 
Europe, and of my own conduét in their fervice ; 
and though the fettlement of ‘the public, ag well 
as of my private accompts, preffed me to return as 
early as early as poflible to France, yet I could 
not obtain any refolution of Congerels, ‘either to 
approve, or to ‘difapprove, of any part of my con- 
duét; and though | almoft daily folicited for a 
fecond audience, I did not obtain one, until Jate 
in December following ; I then gave them a writ- 
ten narrative of my tranfaCtions, from my leaving 
America, in their fervice, until my recall and 
return, ; 
be then appeared difpofed, to take the 
atter up, and to examine it, and to come to 
Me. de termination on the fubjeQ ; a committee was 


appointed to examine the fate of their foreign. 


affairs, andinto the condud of their commiflioners 
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and agents, and for greater difpatch, the com- 
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mittee were ordered to ‘meet every evening, 
Saturday and Sunday evenings excepted; yet that 
committee never condefcended, to admit me to an 


audience, or to afk me a fingle queltion on the 
fubje&t of their enquiry ; and though I had been 
fent for exprefsly to inform the Congrefs of the 
flate of their affairs in Europe, yet their coms 
mittee {tudioufly evaded, the giving me an op- 
portunity of laying before them, any information 
on the fubje€t, or of explaining any part of my 
own conduG@ whilft in their fervice. During more 
than fourteen months attendance in Philadelphia, 
) I obtained but two audiences from Congrefs, and 
none from their committee, whofe proceedings 
and report (if indeed they made any) were kept 
) fecret from me.—In December, 1778, having 
: waited five months in Philadelphia, almoft daily 
: foliciting Congrefs to examine my tranfactions 
| whilft in their fervice, I found that a party, de- 
termined on my ruin, had fufficient intereft to 
prevent all examination, and to bear me down, by | 
the moft mortifying delay, and neglect; I there- 
fore refolved to lay my cafe before my coun- 
trymen, and fellow-citizens, but on my firlt 
addrefs, Congrefs refolved to give me an 
audience, and afterwards appointed a commit- 
tT tee, as I have before mentioned.—As 1 then 
flattered myfelf, that Congrefs had refolved 
to examine into the ftate of their foreign alflairs, 
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and of thofe ftranfaGiions in which I had been @ 
principal a€tor, and to come to fome determina- 
tion on the fubje&, I could not confider myfelf 
at liberty to proceed, in publifhing the flate of my 
cafe; in the mean time I was attacked, and abuled, 
in the moft bafe and outrageous manner, in the 
public papers. I made no reply to the many 
calumnies, and falfehoods publifhed by a noted | 
fcribbler, and by his affociates, and patrons, but 
earneftly requefted of Congrefs, and their commit- 
tee, to grant mea hearing, and to do me jultice ; 
but my folicitations were ineffectual ; though from 
December 1778, to Auguft 1779, 1 wrote more 
than thirty letters to Congrefs, humbly petitioning 
for a public examination, and trial, yet they never 
condefcended ' to take the leaft notice, of my re- 
quelts, In private -converfation with the mem- 
bers, I was told, that the only difficulty lay i in 
my accounts not being fettled. To obviate this, 
I returned to France, on aflurances from Congrefs, 
that they had appointed, and empowered a 
gentleman in France, to audit, and fettle all 
their public accounts; but on my arrival in 
France, in July, 1780, and application to him, 
1 found that his power was fo limitted, that he 
declined \aéting under it. I wrote immediately to 
Congrefs, foliciting for more ample powers to him, 
or to fome other perfon, and fet myfelf to put 
not only my accounts, but thofe of my colleagues, 
+ aa : and 
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and of every one, with whom I had tranfatted 


any bufinefs on account of the public, in a ftate 


for being audited, and fettled; and I pafled more 
than twelve months at Paris, at a heavy expence, 
flattering myfelf, that. as Congrefs, had made no 
objeftion whatever, to any part of my conduct 
in their fervice, except my not having fettled my 
accounts, and as my enemies, both in Congrefs 
and out of it, profefled to believe that I wasa 
defaulter, they would not, after the prodigious 


expence of time, and money, which 1 had been 


put to, delay the appointment of an auditor to 
examine my accounts, and to alcertain the only 
point in queftion with regard to me; but | heard 


‘nothing on the fubjectt, until November, 1781, 


when I received a refolve of Congres, informing 
me, that by the appointment of a conful, pro- 
vifion was made for the fettlement of my accounts ; 
but in a few days after, | met with Mr. Barclay, 
the conful, who, to my extreme furprize, and dif- 
appointment, aflured me, that he had no énftruc- 
tions on the fubjeét; and a few days after, this |b 
had the mortification of learning, that my letters 
of May, and June preceding, had been intercept- 
ed, and publifhed at New- York, and that the moft 
unfavourable conftruGion had been put upon 
them, both in America and in France.. This 
placedme in fuch a fituation, as I believe, but few 
men have ever*been fo unfortunate as to experi- 
| a ae : ence. 
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ence. Profcribed in my own country and in 
France, and obnoxious to. this government, I 
fubmitted to a tedious exile in Flanders, where I 
remained, until the treaty of peace was concluded ; 


but, in the mean time, I tranfmitted my accounts 
to Congrefs, and folicited a fettlement and the 
payment of the balance due to me: I alfo fent 
duplicates of them to Dr. Franklin. It is now 
‘more than eighteen months, fince Congrefs have 
‘been in poffeffion of my accounts ; it is more than 


five years, fince I had either the money, or any 
employment for the public, entrufted to my 
management. i 3 ito 

Is it pofible, that any fraud or embezzlement 
committed by me fhould remain undete@ed ? 
had I heen guilty of any, would not my encmies, 
with all the particulars of my accounts in their 
power, have pointed them out and publifhed 
them, inftead of charging me generally with 
being a defaulter for unaccounted millions ? 

In March, 1778, Doétor Franklin afured Con- 
grefs, that he had been an eye witnels of my con- 
dué in France, whilft his coleague, and that I 
had a€ted the part, of an able, aéfive, and faithful 
minificr, and to his knowledge had, in various Ways, 
rendered great and important fervice to my country. 
* In December, 1782, almott fiye years after, 

Wmsag his: . when, 


; * 
* Appendix, No. 4. 


* 


[ 


when, from our difference in political, principles, 
he was no way prejudiced in my favour, and 
when, had I been guilty of fraud, or embezzle- 
ment, it was impoflible but that at mult, have 
come to his knowledge, he certified, that he. had 
never known, or fufpetted any cauje to charge me with 
any want of probity, in any purchafe, or bargain what- 
ever, made by me, for the ufe or account of the United 
States. To chars ge me with being a defaulter, and 
with having defrauded my country of large fums 
of money, and at the fame time to evade an ex- 
amination and fettlement of my accounts, by 
which only the jutlice or injuftice of the charge 
could be afcértained, is a conduét which needs no 
comment, nor do I fear to refi my cauie on it, 
and ‘on the teflimony, and certificate of Doctor 
Franklin; but clear and convincing as thele proofs 
are of my innocence, I have a fufficiency of others, 
independent of the teflimonies, or certificates of 
any man, or of the conduct of any fet of men, 
whether friendly, or inimical to me. 
In January, 1776, I contraéted with the com- 
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mercial committee of Congrefs to make 2 voyage 
to France, and to purchafe for the public, goods 
to the amount of forty thoufand pounds fering. 
They engaged to furnifh me with that fum in 
cafh or good bills, and to allow me a five per cent. 
commifiion on the purchafe. At the fame time, 
the fecret committee appointed me the commer- 
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cial and political agent for the United States ‘in. 
Europe*, and direQed me to purchafe for them 
one hundred pieces of brafs cannon, and arms, 
and cloathing for twenty-five thoufand men, and 
ammunition in proportion, and to procure’ thips, 
in Europe, to tranfport the whole to’ America ; 
on thefe purchales, they alfo flipulated to give me 
five per cent. commiffion, and to make me a rea- 
fonable and adequate allowance for any political 


fervices I might render my country in France. 
When we refle& on the fituation of our affairs” 
at that period, it muft be acknowledged that no 
man was ever charged with a more important 
‘commiffion, and when the circumftance of my 
being ignorant of the language, as well as of thie 
‘manners and politics of the country, in which 
Twas to executeit; without friend or patron to 
advile, to countenance, or to introduce me, and 
without that beft of all patrons, and fupporters, 
-a fund adequate to the purpofe ; when. thefe are 
taken into confideration, it mult alfo- be allowed, 
‘that no commuiffion of this nature was ever attend- 
ed with more diffculties, and embarrafsments. I 
deft Philadelphia in the month of March, 1776, 
-in a brig bound to’ Bourdeaux ; and fuch was the 
‘fituation of our affairs at that time, that fhe 
failed with ballaft only, on account of the want 


* Appendix, No. 5. 


1 


of any thing to make remittances with in a cargo. 
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An accident at fea obliged her to return, and I 
reimbarked in a floop bound to. Bermuda. The 
funds put into my hands, to enable me to execute 
my commiffion, and to make the above-men- 
tioned purchafes, to the value of nearly 300,000l. 
fterling, amounted to little more, than three thou- 
fand, in bills of exchange, about one third of 
which were protefted, and returned; and of near 
five thoufand pounds afterwards remitted to me in 
bills, one fmall bill, of two hundred and thirty 
pounds only, was accepted, and paid; and from 
‘my leaving Philadelphia, in 1779, until my re- 
turn in 1778, no remittances were made of any 
importance to enable me to execute this import- 
ant commiffion, which I undertook to execute, 
more from a certainty, that foreign aid was be- 
come abfolutely neceflary, and that it muft be ob- 
tained, or-our country muft foon be obliged to 
give over the conteft, and to fubmit uncondi-~ 
tionally to the Britifh Parliament, than from any 
pecuniary or perfonal motives. On my arrival 
in France in June, 1776, | applied (agreeable to 
my inftructions from the fecret committee) to the 
Minifter, to obtain thefe fupplies, on which the 
fate of the next year’s campaign, and the ifiue of 
the war depended, but received neither counte- 
nance, or encouragement from him, any farther 
than a general promife of perfonal protection, and 
» as that, 


es a 
that, provided my operations, in procuring the can~ 
non, military flores, &c. from individuals, and 
fhipping them to America, fhould be carried on 
with fo much caution, and fecrecy, as to give no: 
alarm to the Britifh Minifters, the court of France. 
would wink at the proceeding, but otherways they 
could not, as the treaties with Great Britain, and 
the King’s: ordinances, would not permit us ito 
purchale and import military, ftores from France. 
My fituation was extremely critical and arduous; 
I had in the firft place to folicit.a credit, from in- 
dividuals, andto mduce them to give it, I could 
not advance any part of the large capital wanted. 
I had not money even to defray the contingent ex- 
pences, of the tranfportation of the flores, to the 
ports, at which they muft be embarked, and I 
could give no other fecurity for the articles 
wanted, than my letter of inflructions from the 


_fecret committee, authorifing me to make thofe 


purchafes, and their general promife, in behalf 
of Congrefs, that the fame fhould be paid for ; 
but after I had obtained a credit, a fill greater 
obftacle prefented itfelf, for it was impolfible to 


_purchafe a large train of artillery, and arms, cloath- 
ing, tents, and miliary flores for an army of 


twenty-five thoufand men, and to tranfport the 
whole to the fea-ports, and embark them for 
America in fuch a feeret, and private manner, as to 
elude the vigilance, of the Britifh Minifter at the 
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Court of Verfailles, who, from my firft arrival in 
Paris, could have been at no lof{s to conclude what 
the main object of my errand was.—In the month 
of July I obtained a credit for the whole of the 
flores wanted, and for the charter of fhips to tran- 
{port them to America ; and apprehenfive that fome 
part of them might be intercepted on their paflage, 
I ventured to exceed the orders given me, 
and inftead of one hundred, I purchafed upwards 
of two hundred pieces of brafs cannon, and mor- 
tars, and arms, cloathing, and ftores, for thirty 
thoufand men, though my inftructions were but 
_ for twenty-five thoufand.—Befides thefe purchafes, 
for which I obtained a credit for twelve months, 
and a promife of a longer term on intereft, I pur- 
chafed other ftores, fuch as powder, faltpetre, &c. 
to the amount of about fifteen thoufand pounds, 
on three months credit: and relying on remit- 
tances, being on the way to me, I gave my notes, 
and bills for the money.—The cannon, arms, &c. 
were purchafed in different parts of France, a 
great part of the cannon were to be tranfported. 
upwards of two hundred miles, part of the way 
by land, to the fea ports; this could not be done 
fecretly, and the tranfportation of fuch a quantity 
of cannon, and military {tores, at a time when 
France was in profound peace, neceffarily excited 
inquiries, and no one could remain at a lofs, as to 
their deftination;—the confequence was, that 
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the: Britih | minifter remonttrated, and orders weré 


> 


iffued to fufpend our operations; in a few days, 

permifion was privately obtained’ to: proceed ; 
frefh alarms, were given, and repeated counter or- 
ders iffued; whenever news unfavourable to us 
arrived\from America, or the Britifh Minifter re- 
montt ee ina high tone, all my operations were 
inflantly fufpended ; ‘a few anecdotes, and extracts 
of letters favourable to us, (whether authentic. or 
not) with proper management, and a judicious 
application of douceurs, fet the affair again in mo- 
tion; and thefe permiffions, and counter orders, 
fucceeded each other every few weeks, and fre- 

quently oftener, until the flores were embarked ; 
nor did the court quit this fluctuating mode of 
condua, or give the leaft encouragement, of finally 
acting decifively in our favour, until the news of 
the furrender of Genetal Burgoyne’s army, ar- 
rived in France ;~—in a word, our fuccefls or mif- 
fortunes, and the remonftrances of the Britifh Mi- 
nifter, gave the tone, and flile of the French Mi- 
niftcrs, from my atrival in France, to the receipt 
of the above-mentioned intelligence, and even un- 
til the figning of the treaties of the 6th of Fe- 
braary, 1778 ee Nould require a volume, to give 
but a general hiflory of thefe manceuvres, and of 
the embarraflments, and expences which attended 
them ; unfortunately for me, as well as for the 
| creditor of, thofe fupplies, a great part of the ex- 
-pences 


Ye 
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penices were of fuch a nature, that no vouchers 


can ever be produced for ear hed ait was 
known, that orders were going to be ifaed, to fu- 
ipend the tranfportation, or the embarkation of 
the cannon and ftores, or to forbid the fhips 
loaded, or loading with them, from failing the do- 
ceurs given to delay fuch orders, or the execution 
of them, for a few days, or for a few hours only, 
as was fometimes pie cafe ;—— Nevextt2 fums given 
to waggoners, to boatmen’ and others-to exert 
‘themfelves on fuch occafions, can never be fup- 
ported by vouchers. What I have already faid, 
is fufficient to give a general idea of my fituation 


at that time, and of fi obftacles and embarraf{- 


ments which | had to encounter with ;—and it 1s 
well known, that [ fo far furmounted them, as to 
have upwards of two hundred pieces of brafs can- 
non, and mortars, with thirty thouland fufls, 
with ammunition, cloathing and tents for an army 
of thirty thoufand men at the ports, and ready to 
be embarked, and fhips to receive them, in the 


‘month. of Wialeiiber within the {hort foace of 


fix months after my arrival in France.—It ought 
to be equally well known, that after the moft po- 
fitive orders were given by the Court, forbidding 
the embarkation of them, and the failing of the 
fhips, means were deviled, and prattifed, {o far to 
elude them, that two fhips, the Amphitrite and 
Mercure, with near one hundred of the cannon, 

. Dee. ) twenty 
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twenty thoufand fufils, and other ftores, under 

pretence of failing for St. Domingo, were got to 

fea, and fortunately arrived at Portfmouth, in 

‘New-Hamphhire, in. April, a 797% and that when 

General Burgoyne capitulated at Saratoga, his 
; army was furrounded by men, armed with thole 
fafils, and fupported by that train of artillery, 
purchafed and fent out, as I have already men- 
tioned ; and as that event alone, brought France to 
conclude a treaty with us, and enter into a war 
with England, the purchafe, and fending out 
thofe cannon, arms, and flores, in a great degree 
decided the fate, or the independance of the 
United States—To fhew that I do not over-rate 
the importance of thefe fupplies, or my fervice in 
procuring of them, I muft refer to Monf. Beau- 
marchais’ letter of the 23d of March, 1778, to_ | 
Congrefs, andto the letter from the Prefident of 
Congrefs to him, of the 15th of January, 1779. 
Monf. Beaumarchais fays, *‘ I affure you, that if my 
« zeal, my advances of money, my cargoes of flores and 
‘‘ merchandize have been of fervice to the Honourable 
* Congre/s, their gratitude on this occafion, 1s due to the 
« indefatigable pains which Mr. Deane has taken voron 
the whole of this tranfaciion,” 

Congrefs, on the 1gth of January, 1779, fay, 
The Congre/s of the United States of America, fens 
s fibleof your exertion in ther favour, prefent you with 
ts ther Khaki, and alte you oft thew regard ;—they 
lament 


** lament the inconveniences youhave fuffered, by the great 
** advances made in fupport of thefe States, circum= 
** flances have prevented a comphance wiih ther wifhes, 
“* but they will take the moft effectual meafures, in their 
** power to diftharge the debt due to you ;—the hberal 
“fentiments, and extenfive views which alone could dic 
** tate a conduét like yours, are confpicuous im your ac- 
“tions, and adorn your charatler, while with great 


* talents you ferved your Prince, you have gained the 


* cheem of this infant republic, and will receive the 
merited applaufe of a new world.” I need not re- 
mind you of the treatment, which I met with, and 
that Congrefs, whillt they voted the thanks of the 
United States to Monf. Beaumarchais, and de. 


‘clared that his fervices, merited the applaufe of a new 


world, refuufed me an audience, or to take any 
notice of my petitions to them, for an examination — 
of my condutt, whilft in the fervice of my country ; 
although they at the fame time knew, that but for 
me, the meritorious fervices, of that gentleman, 
would never have been performed.—Dr. Franklin 
arrived at Paris in December, 1776, but he 
brought no funds of any importance with him, 


from the Congrefs, and ! found by his account 


of the ftate of affairs in America, that I could 
not depend on any remittances from thence. My 
fituation was extremely diftreffing, the {mall lum 
which I brought out with me was expended, and 
my notes and bills above-mentioned were within 

| ane a few 
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a few weeks of becoming due; in this crifis the 
Court of France fecretly interpofed, and ordered 
Mr. Grand ‘to’ pay us 506, 000 livres quarterly, 
- during the year enfuing ; and the F armers Gene- 
yal advanced one million of livres on a contract 
for tobacco. (The two millions from the Court 
was then faid to be a free gift, and I know not, but 
have heard, that it has lately been charged in the 
accompt of France, againil the United States,) By 
thefe fams T was enabled, to make good my perfonal 
engagements, and the commiffioners put in a ftate 
to make further purchafes of ftores for our army, 
by advancing part of the purchafe money. In 
the mean time, Congrefs, inflead of making re- 
muttances, aes to draw on'their Commiffioners 
for large fums, ‘and in OGober, we found our 
funds fo far exhaufled, that our engagements ex 
ceeded ‘what we could command, or depend on, by 
near two millions of livres. The Coit was then 
at Fountainbleau, and, from the unfavourable ac- 
counts from America, appeared lefs difpofed to 
affift us, than at any preceding period; but on 
my going to Fountainbleau, and informing ’ the 
Minifler of our fituation, and that without -an 
“‘3mmediate advance o be money, we could not exe- 
cute the contracts we had entered into, for cloath- 
ing, &c. and muft give over. any further attempts 
to furnifh our countrymen, with ftores for profe- 


cuting the war, I aici a promife from hin, 
* that. 
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that Mr. Grand fhould pay us, three million of 
livres in the courfe of the year then enfuing, in 
quarterly payments; this enabled us to make good 
our engagements. At the time’ of my leaving 
France to return to America, the firlt quarter, or 
750,000 livres had become due, and Mir. Grand 
had. given the United States credit for that fum, 
which with the fums béefore-mentioned, amounted 
to 3,750,000 livres, which was the total of the mo- 


nies, received by Mr. Grand on our accountto that 


time, and his accounts which I gave to Congrefs 


8, fhew to whom, and on what 
account he paid it out; and that he paid me 
» 69, 225, livres 7s. 6d. for my private expences; I 
have char ged Congrefs with the fum of 100,947 
livres = for the whole amount of them, from my 
engaging in the public fervice in January, 1776, 
to my return to France, in July, 1780, to fettle 
the public accounts.—Mr. Arthur Lee, in his let- 


ter to Congrefs, dated June it, 1778, lays, “a7 


find that the expence of ling 1x character, cannot be 


« Jef; than three thoujand pounds flerling per annu 

and adds, if lefito themfelves, I conceive that ait 
** perfons will exceed that fum;” that is 68 571 livres. | 
I was (as Mr. Lee exprefies it) left to myfelf, but 
I did not exceed that fum. From June, 1776, to 
April, 1778, almoft two years, I advanced nearly 
the whole of the monies paid out for the relief of 
prifoners; the fum of 6406 livres gs. gd. only 


~ 


was 
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was paid by the banker; my charges for this de- 
‘partment amount to 19,225 livres 7s. rod. but in 
eleven months from my recal, Congrefs are charged 
by the Commiflioners, with the fam of 33,782 
livres 19s.advanced to prifoners; from fuch fa&ts, 
a judgment may be formed of my ceconomy, or 
diffipation whilft in the fervice of my country.— 
The amount of my charges to Congrefs,exclufive of 
ty commiifion account, is-258,194 livres gs.2d. of 
which my expences already mentioned, amount to 
100,947 livres :, the remainder was for my time, 
and difburfements of various kinds, fpecified in 
my account, long fince before ,Congrefs; on this 
account the ballance is 175,107 livres } in my fa- 
vour.—Mr. William Lee made one journey to 
~ Vienna, on account of the public, and Mr. Izard 
who was at Paris for the education of his children, 
received whillt there a commiflion from Congrefs 
to the Court of Tufcany, but never went out of 
Paris or quitted his family on the bufinefs of the 
public; the former of thefe gentlemen received 
42,000 livres, and the latter 60,coo for their pri- 
vate expences ; yet thefe men are among the loudeft 
again{l me for an extravagant wafte of public 
money.--—And permit me here, my countrymen 
and fellow-eitizens, to requeft, that you willexa- 
mine for yourlelves, or that if your diftance from 
Congrefs, will not permit you to do it, that you 
will demand of your delegates an account of all the — 
oe ah Rare | | monica — 
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snonies ever remitted to me by Congrefs, or that 
Tever received on their accompt ; by this you 
will be able to form a judgment, with fufficient pre- 
cifion, if lama defaulter for millions, as has beet 
afferted by my enemies, or one of the public 
creditors. . | 

But exclufive of the above ballance due tome 
after accounting for all the monies, received by me, 
I am entitled to a commiffion of five per cent. on 
goods and mhilitary fores purchafed by me, to the 
amount of 4,756,393 livres, 17 fols, which makes 


the fum of 238,445 livres, expences of poflage, &e, 


included. Thefe goods and military Rores I pur- 
chafed, previous to the arrival of my colleagues, in 
confequence of the order given me by the fecret 
committee of Congrefs, and on which I was pro- 
mifed the fame commiffion, as was then given to 
other agents and purchafers, which was uniformly 
five per cent.~~For the purchafes made jointly with 
my colleagues, [ have not charged any thing, being 


then in a different capacity, as joint commiflfioner 


plenipotentiary, with them. Thus it appears, that 
inftead of being a defaulter, I am one of the pub- 
lic creditors, and to a large amount; and of all the 
public creditors, perhaps no one has fuffered fo 
much in point of intereft, certainly no one fo much 
in point of character ; but of this I may take no- 
tice, on fome future occafion. I need not take up 
any more of your time at prefent on the fubject of 
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can. 
iny accounts, they have long fince been before Cort 
grefs, and to them I appeal, to juftify the general 
ftate, which I have given of my money tranfa€tions 
for the public. I have fhewn, and it will appear 
from them, that from my arrivab in France in 
June, 1776, to the December following, whew 
joined by Dottor Franklin and Mr. Lee, I had 
had no money, or next to none of the public’s, at 
any time in my hands; but, on the contrary, was 
at that time, in advance for my cinployers ; and that 
afterwards, until my returnto America, I did not 
receive a fum, any way equal to my expences. and 
- difburfements ; and: fron+that period to the prefent, 
I have not hadany public employment. The fe- 
cond charge againfk me is, om account of my 
having in May and June, 1781, wrote my opinion 
© ef our public affairs to my friends in America, and 
; wa advifed peace, and an accommodation with Great- 
Britain: : 

I confefs that the letters. pniiiea by Rivington 
in New-York, as mine, do not materially differ 
from thofe which I adtually wrete at that time 
and which, unfortunately for me, were intercepted ; 


and that they contain the undifguifed-fentiments: 


of my heart, on the then apparent fituation of our 
affair ; but I never yet heard of its: being, a-crime: 
in any free flate, ‘for the citizens of it to-give thetr 
opinion, aod advice on public affairs, and meafures.. 
Fo fuppofe me to have been in the intereft of the: 
muinifters. 


a 

minifters of this. country, and to have wrote thofe 
letters to promote their views, is as ablurd as to 
fuppofe, that 1 amalfed an immenfe fortune in the 
fervice of my country; yet, although my well 
known circumftances, and connections, at that pe- 
riod, and previous to it, as well as fince, demon- 
{trate the abfurdity, and falfehood of fuch fup- 
pofitions, yet both the one, and the other have been 
not only fuggefted, but pofitively afferted, by cer- 
tain writersin America, who Stick at nothing, how- 

ever extravagant, | 
I can hardly imagine, notwithftanding the late, 
and prefent profperous ftate of our affairs, that 
any one can have forgot the fituation, in which they 
were in 1781, when I wrote thefe letters, and pre- 
wious to the furrender of Lord Cornwallis, and of 
his army at York. In May, and in June, 1781, the 
Britifh forces were in pofleffion, of the whole of 
our fea coaft, from the Chefapeak fouthward 5 
-and whilft they ravaged, and diftrefled the inte- 
ior country, their fhips of war and cruizers inters 
cepted almoft the whole of our trade, and of our 
fapplies. We had no naval force, to oppole to 
theirs, nor any probability at that time, that our ally 
svould fend to.our affiftance, a naval force fupenor 
to'that of the enemy. The army under General 
Watlington, was too weak of itfelf, for any offen- 
Give operations ; and Congrels had neither money 
or credit, to put it on a more refpeCtable footing. 
ae ES? General 


cer 
General Wathington did not feruple at that period 
to declare, “ that without a decidedly fuperior 
‘* fleet to that of Great-Britain in America, all op- 
** pofition to the Britifh forces in America; would 
“ foon be at an end.”. All the letters from America 
were in the fame ftile ; many circumftances at that 
time, my own obfervations, and the information I 
was then in the way of, led me to conclude, that 
‘there was not the leaft probability, of there being a 
ivy rench fleet on our coaft that campaign, fuperiox 
to the Britifh. Accidents, and cixcumftances, un- 
forefeen at that time, and thofe extremely impro- 
‘bable ones, gave the French fleet that’ fuperiority, 
which . alone decided the fate of Lord Corn- 
wallis, and of his army at York. Had not this 
event happened, of which when I wrote there was» 
*not the moft diflant probability, the war mutt 
have terminated againil us in that campaign In 
this I was fupported by the unanimous opinion, of 
the belt judges on the fubjeét, then in America : 
was it a crime in me, to wnte to America in the 
fame ftile, in which our Geherals, and leading men, 
wrote to their friends in Europe ? My letters have » 
been publithed, theirs have not; this 1s the folg 
difference, except the cruel circumftance of mine 
having been publithed by the enemy, at a time 
when our danger was over, and. when the publi- 
cation could ferve no other purpole, but co ruin 7 


me in the opinion of my countrymen. 
a ‘ 
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At the time of my writing, every thing confpired 
to convince me, that France had only her own in~ 
tereft, and that of Spain in view, in the war; and 
that however it might terminate, fhe would be very 
far from confulting our intereft in the peace ; “per- 
fuaded of this, I wrote it to be my opinion, and 
for this I have been deemed an enemy and traitor 
to France, as well as to the United States. 

But have not events, in part already jultified this 
opinion of mine > You beft know by what intrigues 
the French Court prevailed with Congrels, to order 
our commiffioners, not to fign any treaty with Great- 
Britain, without the knowledge and confent of the 
Court of Verfailles; and thus to put out future 
peace, — liberty, and fafets, abfolutely into’ their 
power: nor can you, I prefume, be ignorant, 
that the Court of France, having thus bound ns, 
began to take off the mafk, and to take meafures- 
with, and to propofe terms to, the other powers for 
excluding us from the fifheries, and for fupporting 
the extravagant claims of Spain to Eat Loui- 
fiana; and that our commiffioners, alarmed at 
this, wifely ventured to fign the preliminary arti- 
cles; without either the knowledge or confent of 
the minifters at Verfailles. Are not thefe well 
known fatts, abundantly fufficient to juftify me, for 
having in 1781, entertained {ufpicions of France, 
in her profeflions of difinterefted friendfhip to the 
United States? By our treaty with Great-Britain, 
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we are entitled to a right in her fhare of the 
Newfoundland, and Nova Scotia fifheries; but has 
‘not France wholly excluded us from any in hers > 
Does not France at this time encourage and fup- 
port Spain, in her claims to the richeft and mott 
extenfive part of the territory allowed by Great. 
Britain, in the late treaty, to belong to us? Thefe 
attempts are not marks of friend{hip, but are the 
moft unequivocal chara€teriftics, of that infidious, 
interefled policy, which I pointed out in my let- 
ters, and warned my friends to. be on their guard 
againit, ; | , 
In my letter to Mr. Mortis, i gave him my 
opinion, with refpe to the future ftate of our com- 
merce, under independent fovereignty, and the 
grounds on which I was led to form it; and I 
thall be happy, if experience, (which alone can de- 
cide in fuch cafes) proves that my opinion and rea- 
foning on that {ubje€t, were erroneous and ill-found- 
ed. Apprehentive at the time, and diftrefied by the 
thought, that we muft either failin the’ conteft, and 
in fuch cafe fubmit to the laws of our conquerors, 
rendered imperious, and fevere, from their fuccefs ; 
Or, that if faccefsful curfelves, that in the fituation 
in which our country muft be, on the peace ; bur- 
thened with heavy taxes on account of the public 
debts contraéted by the war, and ftill heavier for 
the future fupport of independant fovereignty, and 
at the fame time expofed to the evils arifing from 

ary: internal 
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snternal fa€tions, and divifions, and from our jarring 
and incompatible interefts ; that our democrati¢ 
governments, which we had eftablifhed in Con~ 
grefs, and m our feveral States, would not be found 
to have fufficient energy, and coercion, to eftablif 
and maintain fuch a degree of order, and. of due 
fabordination, as muft ever be indefpenfibly ne- 
ceflary, in alk governments, to prevent anarchy and 
confufion; And that in fuch a {ituation, indepen- 
dant fovereignty, intbead of proving a bleffing, 
mutt become the heavielt misfortune, which could 
befall us ;-—Strongly imprefled by this opinion, I 
yudged it to be my duty, to urge. and prefs my 
countrymen, by every argument in my power, to 
improve that important crifis, and by an accom- 
modation, and re-wnion with Great-Britain, on 
equal, fate, and honourable terms, to fecure our 
future peace, faiety and liberty, both internal, and 


external. 
1 then thought that a re-union, not fimply on the 
eondition of being replaced in the flate, in whichwe 
were, previous to 1763,; (for which alone, Con- 
grels in 1774, and afterwards in 17-75» petitioned, ) 
buton conditions, and terms, every way preferable 5 
viz. Thofe of being governed, folely by laws of our 
own enacting, and of being taxed only by our affem~ 
blies,and of enjoying the fame commercial privileges, 
and protections, as other fubjeéts of the Britifh km- 
pire were, Or might be entitled to; 1 fay that it was 
hen my opinion, that an accommodation and re- 
union 
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unionon thofe terms, was to be preferred, to 4 
continuation of the war, to running the rifque of its 
uncertain iffue, and to hazarding the dangerous 
experiment of Independant Sovereignty.-—This 
Opinion of mine, has been deemed a crime. little 
fhort of that of high treafon.—But it ought tobe re- 
membered, that this was fimply my opinion, and 
that I communicated it to my friends, at a time, 
when our profpects were gloomy, and difcouraging, | 
It is proper here, to review the fentiments of the 
firft, and of the fecond Congrefs on this fubje@t; the 
firfl in their refolutions, and in their petition to the 
King, complain of no grievances anterior to 1763: 
their words are, “ We prefent this petition, only to 
“ obtain redrefs of _§tievances, and relief from 
fears, and jealoufies, oceafioned by the fyftem of 
flatutes, and regulations, adopted fince the clofe 
of the late war, for railing a revenue in 
America 3 extending the powers of the Courts 
of Admiralty, and Vice Admiralty ;—trying 
perfons in Great-Britain, for offences alledged 
-to be committed in America j~affedting the 
Province of the Maflacufett’s Bay s--and alter, 
ing the Government, and extending the limits ,. 
* of Quebec.” This is the lift of grievancees, then 
enumerated, and they add, “ By the abolition of 
‘“ which fyftem, the harmony between Great- 
Britain, and thefe Colonies, fo neceflary to the 
“ happinefs of both, and fo ardently defired by 
| | 7 * the 
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® the latter, and the ufual intercourfes will be im: 
““ mediately reftored ;—for, appealing to that Bea 
“ing who fearches thoroughly the hearts of his 
“ creatures, we folemnly profefs, that our councils 
* have been influienced by no other motive, than 
a dread of impending deftru@ion.” (That is 
from the above fyflem). “ Permit us then, moft 
‘ gracious Sovereign, in the name of all your 
‘ faithful people in America, with the utmof 
*“ humility to implore you, for the honor of 
‘* Almighty God, whofe pure religion ‘our enemies 
‘* are undermining, for your glory, whith can be 
‘advanced only by rendering your fubjeéts | 
‘* happy, for the intereft of your family ; depend. 

** ang on an adherence to the principles that en« 
‘« throned it; for the fafety atid welfare of your 
** kingdoms, and dominions, threatened with 
** almoft unavoidable dangers, and diftreffes, that 
* your Majefty, as the loving father of your whole 
asoeaeae conneCted by the fame bonds, of law, 
“loyalty, faith, and blood, though dwelling in 
* different cotintiies, will not fuffer the tranfcen- 
** darit relation formed by thefe ties to be farther 
* violated, in uncertain expeCtation of effe€s that, 
‘* if attained, never can compenfate for the cala- 
“ mities through which they muft be gained, we 
“ therefore, &c.”—Thefe were the fentiments of 
the firlt MAS Ui 3—the fecond, though con- 
EF vened 


Britain, by the 


~** origin, to requeft fuc 
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vened after “holtilities had been commenced, 
and although their petition was agreed to, after 


~ 


they had made an arrangement of the army; had 
commiflioned the generals, had iffaed money and 
become to all intents, de fatto, Independent; yet 
they {till perfevered in the fame fentiments, as to 
their grievances, and the terms on which a recon- 
ciliation was defived; they refer to the petition 
of the firft Congrefs, and folemnly “ declare, be- 


-& fore God and the world, that they had not 


‘ yaifed armies with the ambitious defigns, of fe- 
“ parating from Great-Britain, and eftablifhing 
a“ Independent States,” and that they fought, 
* not for glory or conqueft ;” and add, “attached 
* to your Majefty’s Perfon, Family, and Govern- 
* ment, with all that devotion which principle, 
or affe€tion can infpire, eonnetted with Great- 

Secs ties which can unite 


s¢ focieties, our breafts retain too tender a regard 
*: for the kingdom from which we derive our 
a reconciliation as. 
“ might in any manner be inconfitent, _with-her 
* dignity and welfare ; thefe, related as we are to 


- her, honor and duty, as well as inclination, 


‘¢ induce-us to fupport and advance.” Within a 
few days after figning of this petition, Dottor 
Franklin drew up feveral refolutions in form of 
propofals, to be made by Congrefs for a reconci- 
liation, which he introduced: in the following 

words 3. 
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words; ‘* Forafmuch as the enemies of America, 
6* in the Parliament of Great Britain, to render 
* ys odious to the nation, and give an ill ime 
“6 preffion of us in the minds of other European 
*¢ Powers, have reprefented us unjuft and un- 
** grateful in the highelt degree ; afferting on every 
* occafion, that the Colonies were fettled at the 
** expence of Britain, &c. That they aim at dee 
“s pendency, that they intend an abolition of the Na- 
 vigation Adls, 8c. and as by frequent repetition of 
_* thefe eroundlefs affertions, and mahcious calummies, 
* may, of not contraditted and refuted, obtain farther 
s* credit, and be injurious throughout Europe to the 
 $* reputation, and interest of the confederated Colomes, 
“6 it feems proper, and neceffary to examine them 
* in our own jult vindication.” He then pro- 
ceeds to fhew, that thefe charges were groundlefs, 
and then to make the following propofals : ‘* That 
66 on a reconciliation with Britain, we fhall not 
only continue to grant aid in time of war, but 
s* whenever fhe fhall think fit to abolifh her mo- 
“* nopoly, and give us the fame privileges in trade, 
“as Scotland received at the Union, and allow 
*“ us a free commerce with all the reft of the 
¢¢ world, we fhall willingly agree to give and pay 
*< into the finking fund, 100,000]. flerling an- 
 nually, for the {pace of one hundred years to 
* come, which duty, faithfully and inviolably 
~* applied to that. purpofe, is. demonttrably 
4+. more than fufficient to extinguifh all her prefent 
Fo “ national 
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“* national debt, &c. But if Britain does not 
* think fit to accept this propofition, we, in 
‘ order to remove her groundlefs jealoufies, 
“* that we aim at independence, and an abolition 
oS Of athe Navigation Ati, which, in truth, has never 
“ been our intention, and to avoid all future 
Ke difputes about the right of making that, and 
other acts, for the regulating our commerce, do 
“ hereby declare ourfelyes ready, and willing to 
** enter into a covenant with Great-Britain, that 
** fhe thall fully poffefs, enjoy, and exercife that 
right for one hundred years to come. rn Gede 
© the Doétor’s political, mifcellaneous and philo- 
* fophical pieces, ful. 357) His editor fays, 
“ This paper was drawn up im a committee of Con- 
SS grefs, Fume 25,1775, but does not appear on their 
* minutes, a fevere adt, of parhament which arrived 
<* about that time, a determined, them not to give 
i“ the fum propofed 1 sibs: But the editor was mif- 
informed ; the paper here referred to, was not 
drawn up in a committee, nor by the direction ‘of 
Congrels, or by the advice of a committee. — 
Doétor F ranklin firfl committed his thoughts, on 
_the” terms for a reconciliation, , to writing, and 
afterwards, in a committee, which was appoin'ed 
for a very different purpofe, whilft their report 
was tran(cribing, he read the draught. above- 
mentioned : Col. R. H. Lee, who was one of the 
committee, apROge of it, and requefted the 
Doétor 


Doar to lay it before Congres, or to permit 
him to doit, not as a report, for no Committee 
had been appointed on the fubreét, but in the 
ulual way of motion, by an individual mem ber’ 
‘Doétor Franklin declined the taki ing of this, on 
himlelf, and gave the paper to Col. Lee, who the 
next day introduced, and read it in Congrefs, an 

moved that the two propofals contained in it, fhould 
pals into refolutions of the houfe; the motion 
was feconded, and fupported by a delegate from 
one of the New England ftates, fince unjulily 

charged, with having aimed at independence from 
the firlt of the difpute: the propofals appeared 
no way difagreeable to the houfe, but it was ob- 
ferved, that having» but afew days before, ina 
petition to his Majelty, requefted’ him to dire the 
mode and forms “ for a happy, and permanent re- 


goncilation,” it was proper to wait the effetts of ' 


that petition, and ‘that, in the mean time, to make 
any {pecific propofals, would be premature, and 
toa certain degree inconfiftent with cur own re- 
quetts ; befides this obje&tion, a great part of the 
members, eflpecially of thofe fram the Southern 
flates, were ftill confident, that the prayer of our 
petition would be granted, and a reconciliation 
take place'‘on the terms, of our being reflored to 
the flate in which we were, at and previous, to 
1762. On thefe confiderations the motion was 
withdrawn; and the reafon why no entry was 


’ 


made 
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made of it, in the minutes or journals of Congrefs, 
was, leaft after being reftored unconditionally to 
the flate in which we were in 1769, future ad- 
vantage might be taken of thefe offers. As I was 
one of the committee, to whom the contents of 
this paper was ‘firft communicated, and in Con- 
grefs during the tranfaGion, I cannot in juftice 
to the wifhes, and difpofition of Congrefs, at that 
time for a reconciliation, omit giving this brief 
hiftory of thofe propofals; and in juttice to my- 
felf, | muft obferve, that the terms propoted by 
me in my letters, are infinitely preferable, to thofe 
offered, and prayed for by the firft, and fecond 
-Congrefs, as well as to thofe contained, in this 
paper drawn up by Doétor Fran nklin. After the 
declaration of independence, Doétor Franklin, 
with the knowledge and approbation of Congrefs, 
correfponded with Lord Howe; in bis letter of the 
goth of July, 1776, to his Lordfhip, he fays,. 
ws Long ‘did I endeavour with unfeigned and un- 
fed wearied zeal, to preferye from breaking that 
«© fine, and noble china vafe, the Britifh empire ; 
“© for I knew, that being once broken, the fepa- 
‘ yate parts could not retain, even cher fhare of 
“ the flrength, ‘and value, which exifted in the 
« whole, and that a perfett re-union of thofe parts 
4 could, foarce ever, ‘be hoped for.” Was it a crime 
in me, in 178 r. to with for a peifect re- “union, and. 


in priv ate letters, to urge my friends to do all in 
: their 
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their power to promote, and bring about an evené 
(which, by the Dottor’s letter, appears to have 
been, even in 1776) mojt devoutly to be wifhed for ? 
But we now enjoy independent fovereignty and 
peace, on the moft favourable and honourable 
terms, and have obtained every thing which we 
either hoped for, or demanded, and happy, indeed, 
fhould I be, were I certain, that none of the evils, 
which I apprehended in 1781, were either felt, 
ox feared by my countrymen at this time; in. 
fach cafe I fhould be contented, to be ridiculed, 
er even pitied for my weak, and gloomy fore- 
bodings. But General Wafhington, in his circu- 
lar letter, fays, ‘* That it is a queftion, yet to be 
* decided, whether the revolution muft ulti- 
** mately be confidered as a bleffing, or a curfe. 
* A bleffing, or a curfe, not to the prefent age 


wa 


alone, for with our fate will the deftiny of 
** ynborn millions be involved.” I afk, that thefe 
expreffions of the General, after the great object 
of our independent fovereignty, has been obtained, 
and ratified by treaties, may be compared with 
the expreflions in my letters of 1781, on the fame 
—fubjeét, and that my countrymen will then fay, 
if it was a criminal defertion of the caufe, of my 
country, or if it was an unpardonable weaknefs, and 
defpondency of mind in me at that time, to make 
a queftion of that, which now, when fuccefs and 
peace, have fecured our independent fovereignty, 

; 1S 


ey oe 
is by Getteral Wafhington declared to be fill 4 


- queftion undecided and doubtful, and that not only 


fo as’ to the prefent day, but to future ages. If, 
indeed, the {mall degree of order, of reftraint, and 
of fubordination, which has for the laf. feven 
years prevailed in our country, be now thrown 
off, and the legiflative and executive powers once 
more return, in effeét, into the hands of com- 
mittees, and conventions; if in place of that fubor- 
dination to law and government, of thofe decent, 
frugal, and virtucus manners, and habits; of that 
eafe; and even affluence, in which our fellows 
citizens formerly lived in peace and fafety; ina 
word, if inflead of thofe manners, principles, and | 
circumftances, which once marked our chara€ter, 
the reverfe fhould in future take place, and pre- 
vail, under a sovernment too Weak, to’ prevent of 
remedy the evils, there cannot then remain 4 
guellion on the fubject, but fuch anarchy and ‘ 
confufion muft enfue, as to render our in: 
dependence a curfe, and the prefent and future 
age in America, as unhappy as any ages to be met 
with, in the hiftory of civilized nations have ever 
been.. pian vi | 7 
The great end of civil fociety is, to fecure to 
men united in it, the great bleflings of peace, of 
liberty and fafety, both in their perfons and in 
their property, and in deciding what form of go- 
vernment moft effectually aniwers this great and 
- beneficent 


[ ar ] 
beneficent purpofe, experience, not theory, mutt 
- direét us. 

This is not a fubje€& for reclufe philotophers 
or fubtle metaphyficians, to decide on in their 
clofets ;=-and whenever they have been referred 
to, they have given the preference to Utopian, or 
ideal and imaginary fyftems of their own, before 
thofe plain and fimple ones, which experience 
has fhewn to be practicable and fafe.—But .with- 
out looking abroad, to profit by the experience 
of other nations, our own muft now, with the ut- 
moft precifion, and certainty, determine this great 
queftion, as yet undecided, and bring conviction, 
home to every one; either that our prefent fyitem 
of government is preferable, to that under which 
we and our anceftors, for more than one century 
and a half, were free, fafe, and happy, or that it 
is not. Our fituation, previous to the late revo- 
lution, muft be full frefh in our memories, and 
our prefent, cannot long be difguifed:or mifunders 
ftood by us, from our fenfes; from what we fee 
and feel, we muft judge with certainty of it; and 
by comparing the prefent with the paft, this 
important queftion mu/? ultimately be decided. 

If happily for us, it be in favour of the prefent, 
no man will more fincerely rejoice than what I 
fhall on the occafion; but if on a comparifon of 
our prefent with our paft fituation, the revolution 


Should, which General Wathington, feems to ap- 
G prehend, 
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apprehend, be found a’ cure, znflead of a bieffingt 
then indeed, I fhall be one of the moft unhappy 
of men, and the fole comfolation which will be left 
me, | will be (the almoft only, one which I now 
enjoy } a confcioufnefs of my integrity, inthe fer- 
vice-of my country;:and of the purity and. reéti- 
tude of my intentions, in the opinion and advice, 
which, in 1781, F gave in my letters to my friends 
in America.—Having fhewn, that inftead of being 
a defaulter, I am a ereditor of the public’s toa 
confiderable amount, and impartially {tated the 
contents, and obje& of my letters of +782, I thal 
take my leave for the prefent, and fubmit the 
whole, to your candid confideration, and whatever 
my fate may be, if to be reftored to your good 
opinion and. confidence, and to the bofom of my 
friends, and country, or to remain far exiled from 
them, the firltand moft ardent wifh of my foul, 
will ever be, that my country’s happinefs may be 
perpetual, in the full enjoyment of peace, liberty 
and - yeh 
'. [am with great Gheowty and refpett, 
Your friend and fellow citizen, 

Sie DakivAy Nc. 

Cee Aug 10, 1783. | 


< PsS. \ubave Boned entering. on the fubje&t of 
the numerous calumnies, which have been pro-. 


pagated 
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pagated againft me, by anonymoug writers, it 
would have been endlefs,. and quite unneceflary, 


fince every thing which has either been faid, -or 


fuggefted againft me, may be reduced to two 
queftions only. Firft, if I ated faithfully, and 
was an honeft fteward of the public money, 
whilft in the fervice of my country 3 and fecondly, 
if the contents of my letters of May, and June, 
3781, were of fuch a nature as to merit the harfh 
cenfures, paffed on me in America on their ac- 
count; In France, I can expect no other, than 
io be condemned, it is what every one mult ex- 
pect, who calls in queftion, the difintereftednefs 
of the motives of France in the late war, or who 
attempts to prevent our country, from becoming 


virtually dependant on that power. © As to the re- 


ports circulated here, and which may probably 
reach America, of my being at the levees of the 
Minifters, and in frequent conference with them, 
and that I have acted an unfriendly part refpe€ting 
our commerce, and the like, I can with the greateft 
truth and fincerity declare, that there is not the leaft 
foundation for them, I have not fo much as feen 


any of the Minifters, fince my arrival in this coun- 


try.—And as to our commerce, [ gave my opinion 
in 1781, in my letter to Mr. Morris, as to the 
reftritions, which I thought it would fall under 
ona peace; if any part of what I then appre- 
hended has been realifed, I am not to blame; 
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‘IT moft heartily wifh that no part of it may 
ever be fo, but that experience may fhew me, to 
have been in an error in what 1 wrote on that 
fubject, RES tage Solo 
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COPY or a LETTER rrom raz COUNT DE 
VERGENNES to tHe PRESIDENT OF THE 
CONGRESS. | 


Monsieur, “4 Verfailles, Ie 25 Mars, 1778. 
M. DEANE fe difpofans a retourner en Amé- 
rique, je faifé avec plaifir, cette, occafion pour 
rendre temoignage au zélé, a Padtivité & 3 Pin- 
telligence avec les quels il s’eft occupé des intérets 
des Etats unies; c’elt 3 ces differens titres quill a 
mérité, l’eftime du Roi mon Maitre, & que Sa 
Majefté a bien voulu Ini donner de marques de fa 
datisfa€tion. .Au refte M. Deane pourra rendre 
compte au Congrés, des difpofitions ou eftle Roi 
a egard des Ftats unies. Les liens quils ont for- 
tne€s, avec Sa Majellé, doivent remplir leurs voeux, 
te Roi, de fon coté eft non feulment convaincu quiils 
font fondés fur des principes inalterables, mais 
aufi quiils contribucront au bonheur des deux 
peuples, ‘ i or 
Jai Phonneur d'etre, avec une tres fincere at. | 
tachment, 
| Monfieur, 
Votre trés, humble & trés obeiffans ferviteur, 
DE VERGENNES. 


TRAN- 
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No: 1. 


“RANSLATION or a LETTER rom Tue 
COUNT DE VERGENNES to taz PRE- 
SIDENT oF THE CONGRESS. A 


SIR, At Verfailles, 25th March, 1778. 

Mr. DEANE being about to return to America, 

I embrace the occafion with pleafure, to give my 
teflimony to the zeal, activity, and intelligence 
with which he has conducted the interefts of the 
United States, by which he has merited the efteem 
of the King, my Mafter, and for which his Ma- 
jelly has been pleafed to give him marks of his 
fatisfaQtion. Mr. Deane will be able to inform 
Congrefs, of the difpofition of the King toward 
the United States . the engagements formed with 
his Majefty, will doubélets fatisfy their wihes. 
The King on his part, is not only convinced that 
they are founded on principles unalterable, but 
alfo that they will contribute to the happinefs of 

both nations. | | | 
I have the honor to be with the moft fincere 
attachment, | 
Your moft humble and obedient fervant, 

(Copy.) (Signed.) DE VERGENENS. 
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LETTER from his Excervency THE COUNT 
DE VERGENNES, Minister, and Seong 
tary of Stare, March 26, 1778, 


A Verfailles, le 26 Mars, 1778, 

COMME je ne dois plus, Monfieur, avoir 
l honneur de vous voir avant votre depart, je 
vous prie de recevoir ici mes fouhaits pour que 
votre voyage, foit prompt et heurenx, et que vous 
trouvies dans votre patrie les memes fentimens 
que vous avez infpirés en France. Vous n’aviée 
rein a defirér MonfGeur, de ceux que je vous ai 


-'voues et que je vous conferverai autant qui je 


vivrat; ils vous fout garans du- veritable intereft 
que je ne cefferai dans aucun tems de prendre a 
votre bonheur comme a la profperité de votre patrie! 

Le. Rei defirant vous donnér un temoignage 
perfonnel de la fatisfa@tion quil a de votre conduite, 
ma chargé d’ en informér M: Le Prefident du Con- 
grés unis; cefl objet de la lettre ‘que M. Gerard 
vous remettra pour M. Hancock ; il vous remettra 
encore une boet avec: le portrait du Roi; vous ne 


refuferés par fans doute @ emportér dans votre 


patrie image de fon ami Ie plus zelé.—La preuve | 
en eft dans faits. oa A Re 
jai Phonneur d’ etre,» avec une tres fincere 
confideration, MONSIEU R, Votre tres 
humble et tres obeiflant ferviteur, | 


DE VERGENNES. 
M. DEANE. : j 


No. 2: 
At Verfailles, the 26th March, 1778. 
AS I.am not, Sir, to have the honour of fee- 
ing you again before your departure, I pray you 
to receive here my wwifhes, that your voyage may 
be fpeedy, fhert, and happy, and that you may 
find in your own country the fame fentiments 
which yeu have infpired in France. You need 
mot, Sir, defire any addition to thofe which | have 
devoted to you, and which I fhall preferve for 
you to the end of my life; they will be fureties to 
you of the true intereft which I fhall for ever 
‘take in your happinefs, as well as in the profpe- 
yity of your country. 7 
The King, defirous of giving you a perfonal 
teflimony of the fatisfa@lion which he has in your 
conduét, has charged me to communicate it to 
the Prefident of the Congrefs of the United States; 
this is the object of the letter which Mr. Gerard 
will deliver you for Mr. Hancock ; he will alfo 
‘deliver you a-box with the King’s portrait. You 
will not, Hf prefume, Sir, refufe to carry to your 
country the image of its moft zealous friend. —= 
The proof of this is in faéts. 
I have the honour to be, with the moft fincere 
confideration, S IR, Your moft humble, and 
molt obedient fervant, 


DE VERGENNES. 
ge Paffy, 
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Paffy, near Paris, March 31, a 
rot ee Pe 

MY colleague, Mr. Deane, being recalled. Ye 

Congrefs, and no reafons. given that have yet ap- 

peared hete, itis apprehended to. be the. effect 

of fome mnilreprefentations from an enemy or two 
at Paris, and at, Nantes. «J have no doubt that he 
. Biv _ will be able, clearly to jultify himfelf, but having | 
Sie cage 4 wee lived intimately with him now fifteen months, 
ay | | the greatelt part of the time in the fame houfe, 
and been a conftant witnels of his public condu€t, 
I cannot omit giving this teflimony, though un- 
alked, in his behalf, that I elteem him a faithful, ‘ 
active, 2 and able minifter, who, to my knowledge, ( 


has done, in various ways, great and important 
fervices to his country, hake interells L with 
may always be, by every one in her. employ, as 
! ce, and as effe@wually promoted. 


With my dutiful refpects to ihe Gare of 
i have the honour to be, 
(idk Sa RS 
your moft Eee) 
and moft: humble fervant, 
“BEN, FRANKLIN, 4 
Hon. Henry anew, | 


Prefideni of Congress. : 


&, 
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: No. 4. 

CERTAIN paragraphs having lately appeared 
ia the Englifh news-papers, importing, that Silas 
Deane, Efg. formerly Agent, and Commiffioner 
Plenipotentiary, of the United States of America, 
had fome time after his firfl ‘ arrival in France, 
‘*¢ nurchafed in that kingdom, for the ufe of | his 
** countrymen, 30,000 mufkets, &c. that he gave 
‘¢ three livres for each of them, being old con- 
‘¢ demned arms; that he, had them cleaned and 
«© yvamped up, which coft near three livres more, 
*€ and that for each of thefe, he charged and re- 
“* ceived a louis d’or.’—And that he alfo com- 
mitted fimilar frauds, in the purchafe of other 
articles, for the ufe of his’ country; and Mr. 
Deane having reprefented, that the faid para- 
svaphs, are likely to injure him in the opinions of 
many perfons, unacquainted with his condud, 
whilft in public fervice ; I think: it my duty, in 
compliance with his requeft, to certify, and declare, 
that the paragraphs in queftion, according to my 
beft knowledge and belief, are entirely falfe, and 
that I have never known, or fufpected any caule 
to charge the faid Silas Deane, with any want of 
probity, in any purchafe, or bargain whatever made 
by him for the ufe or account of the United States, 

Given at Pafly, the 18th December, 1782, 

 (Signed.) ~  B. FRANKLIN, 

Minifter Plenipotentiary from the United States 


of America, at the Court of France. 
FH 2 No: 5: 
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No. 5. 
EXTRACT or INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN BIT 
vue Secret CoMMITTEE OF Conneress, 
Marcu 2d, 1746, “To tHe Hon. SILAS 
«“ DEANE, Eso. AGENT FOR THE Tui teem 
& WnireD Coontgs. | 


“* The fupply. we: at prefent want is cloathingy 
« and arms, for 25,000 men, with a fuitable 


“* guantity of ammunition, and 100 field pieces. 
s¢ Tf France fhould grant thefe fupplies, the whole: 
© will make a cargo which it might be well to. 
« fecure, by a convoy of two-or three fhips of wars. 
«* But if thefe fupplies en the credit of Congrefs. 
«© fhould be refufed, (that. 1s by the Court of 
** France) you are then to endeavor the obtaining, 
cs permiffion, of. purchafing thofe articles, or fo. 
® much of thems: you.can find credit for.” 
Rie } | | 
(Sieneath 5. FRANKLIN, =} / ce 
3 | Pale Harrison, | Secret 
Joun Dickinson, ?Commite 
Rogr. Moxris, tee. 


JOHN B56 coe 
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"Tue following letter, contaias the fubftance of 
what in 1781, I wrote to my friends, wnd corre- 
fpondents in America, in thofe letters, which 
were intercepted, and publifhed in few York ; 
where the publication by Rivington, differs. fron» 
the original, I have noted, and corrected it, 1m 
this, and therefore the prefent may be relied on, 
to be authentic.— The variations in this, or in 
any of thofe letters, as publifhed, from the on- 
ginals are not fo material, as to acquit me, of the 
eenfures, already pafled on me, by my country~ 
men on account of their contents, if on an ime 
partial examination of the fentimenis, exprefled 
in them, and on a review of the ftate of public 
affairs, at the time, when 1 wrote, it fhall be 
judged, that I merited thofe cenfures.—L have 
-feleéted this Ictter, becaufe that it contains, more 
fully, than any one of the others, my fentiments, 
at the time, of the paft, and of the then probable 
future fitwation, of the commerce, of the United 
States, under independant fovereignty.— The 
very unfavourable appearance of the war. on the 
‘part of my country, at the time, when I wrote, 
added to the treatment, which | had met with, by 
‘the prevalence of a faGion in America, and to 


a feries of private misfortunes, may be fuppoled, 
- {o- 


ft sey 


to have caft a gloom, over a mind, by nature, 
and habit, not either volatile, or fanguine, and to 
nave turned my view, to the unfavourable fide of 
the objects before me ;—with the candid, and 


generous, thefe circumftances, will apologize for 


me, if indeed any apology can be thought necef- 
fary, for a free citizen’s having communicated his 
fentiments, on fubjeCts of infinite importance to 
his country, in confidential letters to his fellow- 
citizens, and intimate friends. If this be a crime, 
if by this I have merited the obloquy, and cen- 
fure, with which I have been loaded in America... 
Ican only fay, that it's a newly difcovered crime, 
and that a correfpondence, fimilar to that of mine, 
was never before deemed criminal, or reprehen- 
henfible, in any free ftate, from the eouielt ages” 
of the world, to the prefent. 

From various circumftances, and stilted une: 
forefeen, and improbable at the time, ‘the iffue of 
the war, with fome other, lefs important events, 


have been very different, from what I feared, 


and thought to be inevitable, when I wrote ;—this 
has afforded a fubject for triumph over me, to 
thofe, who judge of men, and of meafures, only — 
by events; | do not repine at their triumph, on 
the contrary, | molt ardently pray, that it may be 
compleat, and that not one of the evils, which my 
gloomy imagination foreboded, in 1781, may 
ever be realized.—The fubftance of all my Ict- 
ters, 


deftiny of unborn millions, be involved.” 


EE Vw R_—_—_———_—eeTwTw OE EE EEE EOE OE 
_ or SO I ee 


* 


(ters, which were intercepted, and publifhed, 


tended in the firft place, to fhew the extreme im- 
probability, of the final eftablifhment, of the in- 
dependant fovereignty, of the United States ; ; and 
fecondly, that if:eltablithed, it would prove ra- 
ther a curfe, than ja blefling to us; the firft point 
is already determined, and contrary to the appear- 
ance of the war, in 1781, our independance, and 
fovereienty, are acknowledged, and confirmed to 
us, by the treaty of peace ;—but the fecond, and 
infinitely the moft important, is a queftion, which 
General. Wafhington, in his circular letter, fays, 
is fill to be decided. At the date of my letters, in 
May, and June, 1781, the iflue of the war, was at 
beft doubtful; but he wrote, after the war had 
been concluded, and the independant 'fovereignty 
of the United States, was confirmed, in the moft 
explicit, and favourable terms, yet he fays, ll a8 
aq queftion which remains fill to be decided, whe- 
¢¢ ther the revolution muft uliimately be confidered, as 
eg bleffi ing, or a curfe ;-—a bleffing, or a cure, not 
« to the prefent age alone, for with our fate, will the 
In my 
letter of the 20th of May, 1781, to Mr. Root, af- 
ter a brief review, of the progrefs of the war, and 
of the flate of our affairs, at that time, I faid; 
“ From thefe reflettions, combined with all the faéts, 
« and informations, that I have been able to obtain, I 
“ have deduced two propofitions, of the truth of whier 
Lam 


Pipe ta | 
“ Fam fully convinced, however extraordinary they mast 
“ appear in America:—The firft of thefe 1s, that there 
“sno probability of our being able, finally to efiablife. 
“our independancy ; and the fecond, that if it were 
* efiablifhed, it would prove rather a curfe, than @ 
* beffing tous? M y views in publithing this lets 
ter, with a few obfervations on it, are, in the fr 
place, to obtain, a calm, and impartial rehearing, 
in which | flatter mylelf, that I fhall net be con= 
demned for having, in 1781, given it asmy opi- 
mnion;, that independance, if obtained, would 
“* prove raiher a curfe, than a blefing, to us, fince 
after its being eftablifhed, General Wafhington in 
his letter referred to above, declares it to be a 
queftion, {lil undecided :—Secondly, to fhew my 
countrymen, { who have been told that | am inis 
mical to their commercial interefts) what my fenti- 
ments were in 1781, as to the cmbarrafiments, 
and reftri€tions, which our commerce muft necef~ _ 
farily meet with, under independant fovereignty, 
and that if events, have hitherto tended, to. juftify 
thofe fentiments, I cannot thence be culpable, for 
having foreleen, what from the firft, to the prefent 
moment, I have done every thing in my power to 
prevent. And in the laft place, by again laying be- 
fore my countrymen, or reminding them, of the 
principles, and grounds, on which I formed my 
opinion, that eur political, and commercial fitua- — 
tion, wouldbe every way lefs fayourable, under 
| independency, 
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independency, than what it had been, previous to 
our feparation from Great-Britain, or that ne 
dency would prove rather a curfey than a bleffing, I 

; may excite them, to take proper, and reafonable 
mealures, to avoid thofe evils, which I apprehend- 
ed, when I wrote thofe letters. If I fucceed in 
thefe points, I fhall be perfeétly fatisfied, and if in 

| the laft only, by much the moft important object, 

i) jn. my view, willbe obtained. 
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Paris, 10th Fune, 1784. 


| Dear Sir, } 
(HE dangerous crifis* to which our affairs 
. are rapidly advancing affetts me greatly —I 
can n {peak of nothing elfe with attention when in 


Hi psdeleah gs company, 


* At the date of this letter, the Britihh forces were in 
pofleffion of New-York, of Long Ifland, and Staten Ifland, 
ef all the fea coaft, from the Capes of Virginia Southward, 
they had penetrated far, into the country, without meeting, 
with any material refiftance, and had fuch a decided fupe- 
riority, in the American feas, that full three-fourths, of all 
the veffels that put to fea, from the United States, were 
captured ;=-—The paper of Coagrefs could not be paffed at 
any rate, and General Wafhington, with other general 
officers, in their letters, to their friends in Europe, did not 
feruple to fay, that, without aid from France, m money to 
pay the troops, and a fleet decidedly fuperior to the Britif,. 
all oppofition, would end with that campaign.——The whole 
of the naval force, ordered by France to America, that fea- 
fon, (that is, to the Continent, and to the Wett-Indies) 
was not equal, to.that of the Britith, then on thofe feas ;— 
the Count de Graffe, who commanded, was ordered firft ta 
the Weft-Indies, and: thence to the Continent, but as up~ 
wards of four hundred fail of French merchant fhips, would 
in the courfe of that Summer, be in want of a convoy from 
the Weft-Indies, to Europe, and it was given out, and ex- 
pected, that the Count, previous to his failing, to the 
Northward, would fend off that rich fleet of merchantmen, 
under a ftrong convoy, which would have rendered’ him, 
unable to do more, on the American coaft, than to give 
fome.temporary relief, and:to act on the defenfive,——No 

one 


rood 


company, it excludes every thing elfe from 
my thoughts when alone, we have been de- 


ceived, and that principally by ourfelves, we have 
deceived others unintentionally I charitably believe. 


‘one at that time, could forefee, or rationally prefume, 
Firh, That the Count de Graffe, would leave, that im- 
menfely valuable fleet, to remain in port, for want of a con- 
voy, and take every French fhip of war in the Weift- Indies, 
with him, to the Northward ;—Or, Secondly, That Lord 
‘Cornwallis, after having mace himfelf mafter, of all the fea 
coat, from the Capes of Virginia Southward, would fix on 
one of the moft unfavourable pefitions, in all that country, to 
encamp, and fortify himfelfon s—Or, Thirdly, That Gen. 
Clinton would fuffer Gen, Wafhington and Count Rocham- 
beau, to march without oppotition, to Virginia ;—Or, 
Jaftly, That when the Count de Graffe, took his whole 


force to the Northward, feveral Britith fhips of the line, 


would ftill remain in the Weft-Indies, and thereby give the 
French fleet, a fuperiority to the Brithkh.——As no one of 
thefe events could be rationally expected, or hoped for at that 
time, and, as without aconcurrence of all of them, Lord 
Cornwallis’s army would not have been captured, and the 
campain of 1781, muft have terminated as much againit the 
U nited States, as by this fingular.concurrence, of improbable 
events, it ended in our favour; it may wrth great juttice be 
faid, that the affairs of the United States, never were at any 
period, in a more critical, and dangerous fituntion, and every 


one who reads the whole of thofe letters, will fee, that the — 


mind of the writer, was deeply impreffed with a fenfe of the 


impending dangers, and anxioully folicitous, ith his coun 


trymen, to take fuch meafures, as appeared to him, the bef 


calculated, to avoid them. 
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‘The Britifh nation has fallen: into errors equally 
great; would to God this great tragedy of errors, 
could have a happy cataftrophe! It is in vain to 
blame our public managers, but it is wife in 
us to examine our prefent fituation, and to weigh 
the probability of: future. canfequences. Expe- 
‘rience has fhewn us that F rance is either 
unable or unwilling to affift us effectually, 
fo as to drive the Britifh forces out of our coun- 
try ; Judging from appearances, here 1 might con- 
clude, that France is unwilling, as appearances 
‘warrant fuch a conclufion, but when the conduét 
of men, or of a nation is capable of two conftruc- 
tions, I would willingly adopt the moft favour- 
able—I know the inability of the nation, to affift 
cus effectually, and they fay, they are not unwil- 
ling. I ought ta believe them, though I know 
‘it is certainly inconfiftent with their interefts, and 
with the fafety of their foreign poffeffions, to re- 
| move the war from our continent. But to which. 
ever of thefe caufes we impute the continuance of 
the war inour country, the confequences will be 
found equally pernicious to us. If Great Britain is 
determined i ih no circumflancts to admit the in- 
dependency of America ; then fo long as both 
parties remain inflexible, we {hall continue to 
‘weaken, exhauft and ruin each other, and who 
will eventually be the gainers ? It is, I think time 


‘time 


fast 1s tle 
time for us to enquire how our account will fland Hi 
on aclofe; Let the conteft clofe, when and in 
what manner it. may—Will. independent fove- 
reignty, in the hands of a democracy, be a go 
yernment under which our perfons and. properties 
will be better fecured than they were before. this 
unhappy conteft began 2 Will. our commerce 
flourifh more under independency, than it did 
whilft we were conneGed with Great Britain ? This 
) 1 know is generally believed, it is even. relied on, 
as a principal fource from which we fhail reimburie 
our prefent expences. — [he fubject however me- 
yits an examination.—lf the reftraints formerly 


: laid on our trade were overbalanced by the protec_ | 

tion and encouragement given to it. Ifin a fkate nw | | 

of independence, that protection and encourage- M3 4 

: ment muft neceffarily be withdrawn and our com- Me 4 

: merce with Great Britain and its po fefions,become aa : 

{ubjedt to all the duties and prohibitions laid on the Hi a 

commerce of other aliens and ftrangers. If our a i 

ie ie ie 

: commerce with France and other foreign nations, Wy e 

mutt be fubjeét to the conditions and reitraints wie ‘ 7 
which they fhall fee fit to impofe, (as mull be the | Me 
cafe,) it deferves enquiry whether we in our com- Vi, : | 

merce fhall become gainers or not. I have ex- Ww dé 

! amined the queliion as thoroughly as 1 am ca- wh Bi 

| pable, and am convinced we mult be lofers. We. ie 

| complained of England, for including America in 

ts the 

} 
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the Navigation A@, and other aéts of trade, but 
af the naval force of that nation rofe in conlequence 
of thofe as, into a power fafficient to proteét the 
trade of the whole empire; if the. trade of Ame: 
Tica was protected thereby, could it be: unreafon- 
able that the trade of America fhould fubmmit te 
thofe acts and regulations which were the fource 
of its protection and fecurity ? We complained that 


acts of Parliament prohibited us from carrying cer- 
tain articles of our produce to foreign markets, 
and thereby gave England a monoply advanta- 


geous to her and injurious to us; but it muft at 
the fame time be acknowledged, that Britifh fub- 
jeGis were generally reftrained from purchaf ing and 


importing the fame articles from other countries “4 


fo that if England made a monoply of certain. ar= 


ticles of our produce, fhe gave us in return a mo 


noply of her market, and liberty of re-exporting 
our goods if a better market afforded elfewhere ; 
in this, the advantage lay evidently with us; a 
great part of the articles thus monopolized by 
England. were fuch as could have been, and were 
formerly fupplied by foreigners at as low or lower 
rate than we could afford them. But the fyftem 
of Great Britain being as you know to promote 


the commerce of her own empire in every part of 
it, not only reftraints and duties were laid on 


foreign importations, but bounties given to’ en- 
courage 


1% 


[i Open 

courage the growth:and importation of many of 
our productions, which otherwife would not have 
found their way to Europe; another complaint 
was, that we were prohibited the taking from fo- 
reigners, articles, which we wanted though not the 
growth or fabric of England ; but it is well known 
that thofe articles concerning which fo much has 
been faid, formed but a very inconfiderable part 
of our commerce. Every one who has had ar 
opportunity of comparing the manufa€tures of 
one nation im Europe with another, of obferving 
the different modes and principles of tranfaCting 
bufinefs, will.at once give England and her mer- 
chants the preference. AH the more folid, fub- 
ftantial, and ufeful articles are made better, and af- 
forded cheaper there, than any where elle, certain 
linens from Ruffia and Silefia excepted—and even 
thofe as well as the lefs important foreign articles, 
came to us, conGdering the drawbacks in England 
on expartation, nearly, if not quite as cheap, as 
we could have imported them dire€tly. But it has: 
been alfo objected, that foreigners were not ad- 
mitted to bring their produce and merchandize 
mto our ports, and trade with us; of all the com- 
plaints made by us on the fubje& of commerce, 
this appears to me the moft abfurd and groundlefs. 
The exclufion of foreigners from being the carriers: 
for England is the corner lone on which its com- 
merce and maritime power arofe, and the princi- 


: pak 


‘ 


[. 64) J 
pal caufe of the increafe of our commerce and nas 
vigation ; and if ever we fhould be independent, 


and at peace and fhould neglea to pafs atts to ex- 
clude foreigners from being our carriers, we {hall 


never be either a maritime or commercial nation: 
‘Uhe Parliamentary regulations, and reftrictions on 
our commerce were: a_ principal caufe of the un- 
happy. conteft between the two countries, and we 
were impatient under them, becaufe we were ap-: 
prehenfive, that they were part of a fyftem to en- 
flave us entirely, and thus thinking, it was natural 
that we fhould exaggerate their hardfhips, and i in 
all our deliberations on he fubje&, turn our atten- 
tion to the reftraints laid. on our trade, without 
confidering the encour agement and. protection 3 
given to it ; Ido not mean to call in queftion ‘the 
views or defigns of any one at that period. I bes 
lieve that others, as wellas my felf, had at that time: 
but partially examined the fubject, and in in truth. 
we know that too many of our leading g patriots had. 
little or no _ knowledge of commerce, its inte- 
refts and dependencies. —I confefs.that on a more 
extenfive view, and impartial examination of the: 
fubjec. I think it evident that the reftrictions which. 
were laid on our commerce previous to the prefent. 
dif [pute, were over-balanced by the proteCtion, and. 
Various encouragements afforded to it by Great-- 
Britain, but fuppofing that at the clofe of the war: 
America remzin independent, what..muft be. the. 
; future 


: 
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pos] 
future fituation of our commerce ? Will indepen 
dency at the reftoration of of peace, give com- 
merce fuch a fpring, procure for it fuch new 
fources and encouragements, as are neceflary, not 
only to révive itfrom the ruined flate in which it 
now is, but to raife it ftill higher than it has been 
at dny former period ? Or will independency prove 
prejudicial to the commerce of America ? “This 
is a ferious queftion, and the importance of it mult 
apologize for the length of my letter. I know 
that I am writing to the firfl commercial charac- 
ter in America; but I alfo know your candour and 
love of truth, and therefore I venture to commu- 
nicate to you my thoughts on the fubject, which if 
juft you will approve, if erroneous youwill correct. 
America left at liberty will, Tam perfuaded, take, 
at the leat’ three-fourths of all the European ar- 
ticles fhe wants from Great-Britain. The fupe- 
riority of the Britifh manufactures, their confor- 
mity to our tafte and habits; the generofity and 
flri& punctuality of her merchants, and above all 
the credit which they can give, and which no 
other nation can, or will give, muft fecure to that 
‘nation, as great a fhare of our trade as I have 
mentioned. But howare we to pay for thofe pur- 
chafes ? Whilft we were part of the empire, Great- 
Britain gave a preference to our iron, naval flores, 
pot afh, flax feed, timber, &c. &e. and encouraged 
the importation of them by the bounties and by 
K laying 


{ £9 jl 


laying heavy duties on the fame articles from, fo= 
reign nations. This will no longer be the cafe; 
we have no reafon to expeét to be even amongft the 
mott favoured foreign nations in the Britifh ports, 
We have imagined that Great Britain could, not 
fupport its commerce, and. manufactures, 
without our productions, and_, without our: 
markets. for a confumption of theirs; this 
bas. been afferted, in harangues. and, publi- 
cations, many thoufands ‘of times, within feven 
years paft, I confefs, that I once believed it— 
but obfervation, and. experience have convinced me, 
that we have been greatly miftaken.—Of all the 
articles furnifhed by us to Great-Britain, I know 
but two, tobacco and rice, which | cannot be ob- 
tained as good, and as cheap from other countries. 
the confumption of Rice in Great- Britain, is very” 
inconfidera ble ; and that of tobacco does ‘not. ex; 
ceed twenty thoufand hogfheads annually, on an 
average—Other_ countr 1S, indeed, can produce 
both thele articles, at as lowa pri ice as America can, 
but the preference given to them, from America by 
Great Britain, has formerly prevented their being | 

cultivated to.any extent.—It is. well known that 
‘the Ifland of Cuba, the Coat of Brazil, and many 
other countries, produce tabacco of a quality fupe- 


rior to ours.—T hat the Ukraine 1s capable of fup- 
plying all Europe with that. article tits cultiva- 
tion, it is true, Js not yet carried to perf HfeGtion there, 

bet 


— 
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but as it is, Ruffia at this time exports large quan- 


‘tities of tobacco to France, and to other nations 


—The fame may be faid of many other coun- 
tries refpecting rice. Indigo is produced in the 
Southern parts of America, and in the iflands, 
every way fuperior to ours. The produ€tions of 
Ruflia, Denmark and Sweden, &c. are the fame 
with ours, and in exchange for them, thofe king- 
doms take the fame kind of merchandize from 
England, as we formerly took ; at beft, therefore, 
we fhall meet with rivals in the Britifh markets on 
our arrival with our produce, and rivals in the 
purchafes we wifh to make there—But we are 
fuppofed to be Independent, and can there- 
fore go where we pleafe, but we cannot find pur- 
chafers where we pleafe, and the nations among 
whom we find them may lay what impolitions 
they pleafe on our fales—The Northern powers in 
Europe, cannot become purchafers, for they have 
the fame articles to fell—France wants but a very 
{mall part of our productions; it wants neither 
our iron, pot-afh, flax-feed, fifth, oil, or, in fhort, 
{carcely any thing except about 24000 hogfheads of 
our tobacco annually—and fome of our timber, and 
naval ftores ; and for the two latter articles; we fhall 
find the fame rivals in the ports of France, as in 
England; and in regard to the firit, the moft im- 
portant article of all, the cultivation of it, ad- 
vances fo rapidly in Flanders, and in the Ukraine, 
; Ke that 
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that thofe countries may foon rival us in the qua- 
ity of their tobacco, and from the cheapnefs of 
labour, be able at all times to underfell us in 
France, and in all.the Northern ports of Europe 
—We have no promife of a preference in the 
markets of France—nor the leaft ground. to ex- 
pea it—Spain and Portugal, it is true, may want 
our flour and our fifh, if, contrary to all appear 
ance, we fhould have any, of the latter, but they © 
will want little or nothing elfe, and our trade, be 
it whatever it may, to the Southern parts of Eu- 
rope, and into the Mediterranean, muft at all. 
times be expofed to the Corfairs of Barbary— 
Thofe piratical ftates, who pay little or: no refpett 
to the flags of the firfl maritime nations in Europe, 
further than they are paid for it, will hardly pay. 
any to. the flag of a nation, which they have: 
{carcely fo much as heard of, and of which, if — 
they come to know any thing, they will know that 

they can in no cafe, have any thing to hope or: 
fear from— We have protefted againft the African: 
trade, but if we relax, or refcind our refolutions on: 
that fubjeét, without a marine to proteét our com- 

merce there,and without either forts, or factorieson> 
the coaft; we can have no fhare of i1t—We cannot: 
flatter ourlelves, that we fhall be able to reduce 
either Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Canada, or 

the Floridas ; and if Great-Britain be obliged at 

the clofe of the war, to fubmit to the lofs of thir. 

teen 
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teen colonies, it is natural to fuppofe that fhe will 


exert herfelf, to make the moft of thofe which are. 


left her—-We neither have nor wifh for pofleflions 
in the Weft-Indies —We formerly had a great and 
increafing trade there, but how much of ic fhall 
we retain as an independent nation? If any part 
of the globe be dependent on us for our produce 
it muft be the Welt-Indies—Five years ago we 
rated our importance fo high, as to believe that 
from a fufpenfion of trade with us, alt the manu- 
facturing towns in England would rife, or, at lealt, 
clamour loudly in our favour, through the want 
of employment; that Ireland would. be ruined 
only for the want of our flax-feed; and that the 
Britifh Weft-Indiaiflands, muft perith by famine, 
from the want of our produ@ions—But the ex- 


- perience of fix years ought certainly to correct. 


fuch erroneous ideas cf our own importance, or 
we mult have become incorrigible, even by expe- 


rience itfelfF—Not one manufaéturing town in. 


Great-Britain has complained for want of em- 


ploy ; Ireland has has been fupplied with flax-feed 


at (nearly) as cheap or cheaper rate than for- 


merly, and has found fufficient markets for her 


-linens—The Weft-Indies may have fuffered but 


little diminution. © Thefe faéts ought to convince: 


us, that the world is not fo dependent on-us, as we. 
have imagined, and by purfuing our en juiries we: 


fhall: find that we are as much, or more dependent 
on 
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| on our neighbours than they are on us——Iam: not 
f writing to one that declaims againft luxury, with- 
| out any conception of its effetts, nor to one of 
thofe, who talk a great deal about commerce, and 
| of its benefits, or of its differvices to a country, 
without having the leafl idea of its nature, or of 
the extent of its influence, and power : I therefore 
may, without reafoning on the fubyeét, venture to 
fay, that the produtions of the Weft-Indies, are 


iV effentially neceffary to us, and that we can do. no 

HW better without their fugar, rum, coffee, cocoa, 

cotton, &c. &c, than they without our flour, beef, 

| 4 lumber, &c. &c. Formerly as Britifh fubje€ts, we 

| ' had the right of fapplying the Britith iflands with 

: whatever they wanted, and taking in exchange 
Ki 


whatever they had to difpofe of—We paid no 
more duties, than our other fellow fubjects paid, 
either upon importation, or exportation —Wehad 
a right of carrying to the French, Dutch, and 
other foreign poffeffions in the Welt-Indies, all 
ae our productions, tobacco excepted, and of re- 
i ceiving in exchange from them, whatever they 
a could afford, rum and a few other articles ex- 
cepted—The articles we received from them, were 
indeed fubjeét toa certain duty on importation 
into America. But how was it then, and how is 
it now with the Frenca, Dutch, and other’ fo-. 
-reigners, as to our: commerce with their Weft-. 
India poflefhons? It 4s true we were admitted into” 
| their 


their ports, but our flour, was a prohibited article, 
and only admitted openly, in times of {carcity. 
Many principal articles of our produce were in the 


fame predicament: France, by prohibiting the free 


entry,of our flour, into her iflands, fhews that fhe 
was in.no fear of their flarving without fupplies from 
us. But what articles of their produce were we per- 
mitted to purchafe and export openly in exchange ? 
Molatles, or the wretched liquor which they di- 
flilled, from it, only ; all others, fuch as coffee, 
cotton, fugar, indigo, &c. we brought away as 
by ftealth, and by the purchaled connivance. of 
their officers—Has France bound herfelf by treaty 
to give us more freedom of trade, with her iflands 
than formerly ? By. no, means—\We are to be 
treated as the moft favoured nation is treated ; 
and the fubje€ts of the molt favoured nation were 


never better treated, than in the manner I have de- 


{cribed——This favorite article of my countrymen, 
molafies, the only one of any importance, which 
we were at liberty to import from the French 
iflands, was taken care of by Congrels, in their 


firft propofal to France, for a treaty. J faw the 


importance of it at that time, and flattered mylelf, 


we had fecured it, without any real facrifce on 


eur part, but Congrefs afterwards thought dif- 
ferently, and gave it up. We have not, there- 
fore, at this day, any fecurity even for this lingle 
article—Every thing refts on the general and vague 


terms 
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terms of re-iprocity, and of being treated “in: the 
Jame way, and in the fame manner 5 as any, even the moft 
favoured nation fhall be treated. But it’ may be faid, 

that the neceflity in which the iflands muff be, for 
our produce, will at all times bring them'té our 
terms, or at leaft to juft and reafonable ones. Let 
us examine the fubject attentively — The French 
iflands can be under no neceflity, of taking from 
us flour, or falted provifions of any kind : on the 
contrary, it is the policy of France, to ‘prohibit 
them doing it, if fo difpofed; for by- fupplying 
her iffands, with flour of her own growth and ma- 
nafaéture, and with all'kinds of falted provifior's 

purchaféd in Furope, with her brandies: Wines, 

&c. the encourages the agt ‘iculture and commerce 


of her fubjects i an Europe, which is a prime: ‘ob- 


jet of every wife nation; as to frefh. ‘provifions, 


her windward iflands only, can ever be in want! of 
them, and at moft, the demand: is inconfiderable, 
and the bufinels of fupplying never Was, in the 
belt of times, a profitable ' ‘branch of commerce’ ; 
Great. Britein in pofleffion of Canada, Nova Sco- 


‘tia, and the: Floridas, ‘can from thofe colonies 


funply her iflands with every thing they want, at. 
as low or lower rafe than we can ; wheat, lumber, 


fifth, horfes, and other articles, have for many 


years fince, and before the war, been cheaper in 
Canada than with us. and Weft-India goods of 
sini kind have been dearer ; Great-Eritain there- 

fore 


PaCS 
fore natutally muft, and will fhut her ports againft 
iis, as a foreign independent nation ; her iflands 
will want nothing from us, which they cannot be 
fupplied with, from her own colonies on the con- 
tinent, and thofe iflands produce nothing, which is 
not wanted either in Great-Britain, or in thofe co- 
lonies ; good policy muft therefore lead her totally 
to exclude us from all trade with them. Our 
commerce in this moft important branch of it, 


‘mutt therefore be confined to the fupplying the 


‘French, Dutch, and other foreign iflands, and fet- 
tlements, with fuch articles as they will confent to 
take from us, and to receiving in return, molafles 


(openly fo long as they fhall think proper to afford 


itto us, free of duty) and fuch other productions 


as they may be pleafed to connive at our {mug- 
gling—Thus in Europe, we fhall be either ex- 


cluded from our ancient and certain markets, or at 


leaft rivalled’ in them, and we fhall have no cer~« 


“tainty of’ new ones, nor any fecurity againft heavy 


duties, and: impofitions in fuch, as we may be 
able toobtain.~-New channels have been opened, 
for fupplying Great-Britain, wath the commodities 
‘we formerly furnifhed to ‘that nation, and for 
‘confuming the manufaCtures, we formerly took 
from her. ~ It-was the intereft and policy of Great~ 
Britain, to’ ‘promote our commerce, and fitheries, 
‘whitlt we were a part of the empire ; accordingly 
rats Rune our eis by the ed iaigy 


oe Ve of 


| haa teed 
of our thips, or by giving them freight; but be- 
ing independent, the reverfe will become both her 
intereft, and her policy towards us; her ports 
will be entirely fhut againft us, in the Weft-Indies, 
for the reafons already given, and our commerce 
in that important branch confined, as it have fhewn, 
to the furnifhing the French, Dutch, and other 
foreign fettlements, with fuch articles as they fhall 
confent to receive, and under fuch conditions as 


they fhall fee fit to impofe, and in return they will 
give us molaffes, if they pleafe, free of duty. But 


their fugar, coffee, cotton, &c. will ever remain 
prohibited articles, fo long as thofe nations are in- 
terefted to make a monopoly of thefe articles in 
Europe, both on account of commerce and re~ 
venue,. and it is impofhible they can be interefted 
to do otherwife; when France was in poffeffion 
of Canada, Louifburg, &c. the government did 
not permit thofe colonies to receive fugar, coffee, 


or any of the produ@tions of thofe iflands, directly 


from them, but obliged thofe colonies to take 


them from France, charged with double freights, 


duties, &c, and can we expect that France will do 
for us what the ever refufed to do for her own fub- 
jets > That fhe will grant us privileges which fhe 
never granted to any other nation ? Can, we ex- 
pect that Great-Britain, refentful on account of 
cher loffes, and defirous of encouraging the colo- 


nies, which may remain to her in America, and 


which 


which will be able to fapply her iflands with every 
thing, can we expect that fhe will permit us, to 
trade with thofe iflands on any terms At. tS. re= 
pugnant to common fenfe to fuppole it, Con- 
grefs, you may remember, fpent fome months in 
debate about the fitheries, they aGted the parts of 
the hunters, who quarrelled about the bear -{kin— 
for England 1 in the mean time drove oair ‘Allies, 
as well as US, entirely out of them; nor can 
France regain any intereft in the fitheries, but by 
the facrifice of fome advantage which fhe has, or 
may hereafter gain. But how are we to come in 
for any fhare in them? It will be to no purpole 


to plead, that our local fituation gives us a natural 


right to participate, and that we enjoyed that 
right from our firft fettlement, &c.—That we en- 
joyed that right with others, as fubjects, and part 
of the Britifh empire, is true, but we have fepa- 
rated from it, and appealed to the {word ; the fword 
has decided againft us on that fubjett, and fhall we 
at the peace, have any thing to give, orto reflore 
to Great-Britain, equal to the purchafe of what that 
nation is almoft as jealous of, as Spain is of her 
mines : > Will France after having regained a fhare 
in the fifheries for herfelf, go ftill farther to obtain 
an intereft for them in us? Look into the treaty 


between us, and you will find F rance and we aéted 
a little like the hunter I have referred to, in our 
divifion of Newfoundland, and the fifheries ; but 
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it was made on condition. of a conqueil of them, 
by either, or both of us; that failing, France is. 
under no obligation to guaranty any part of them 
tous; and what puts the matter out of all quef- 
tion is, that it is not for their intereft that Ame- 


rica have any fhare in the fifheries.—Deprived of 
thefe, and of almoft all the Weft-India trade, 
wholly excluded from that of Africa, as well as 
from the benefit of felling our iron, pot-ath, flax- 
feed, timber, naval flores, indigo, &c. advan- 
tageoully 1 in Great-Britain and Ireland, with few 
or no markets opened for thofe commodities, | 
what refources will be left. for our Commerce | ? 
No nation in Europe except Great- Britain, wall 
give a price for our indigo, which will an{wer, 


_ Ireland can be fupplied with flax- feed, and lumber, | 


from the North; at nearly as cheap arate as we 
can-afford thofe articles, Sweden and Rafhg can. 
at all times. underfell | us, in the article of iron, 
timber, fhips, naval ftores of every kind, pot-afh, 6 
&c. The bounties on tar, turpentine, See, being 
taken off, we cannot. fend thofe articles to Eu- 
rope, without an infapportable ‘lof, and we 
cannot expect that any nation (like England) will 
give us bounties on thofe articles. © In taking 
a view of the Weft-India commerce, I have faid 
nothing in> particular of the Spanifh, Portu- 
cuefe, or Danith fettlements in America, | ‘I think: 
you will agree with me, that as the two former 

have 
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have ever been, and moft probably will remain, 
fhut againft all ftrangers, nothing can be expected 
from Taal and that as to the latter, they are. 
too inconfiderable to merit particular attention, 
even were they not nearly in the fame predica- 
ment, with thofe of France and Holland, which 
you know them in truth to be. 
. Thefe external difficulties, appear to me to be 
of themfelves infurmountable, but they are not 
all, we {hall have to encounter, if we fhould, con- 
trary to all probability, continue independent—- 
Without a marine force, our commerce would be 
every where expofed to impofition, and infult, and 
we {hall not probably be able to fupport a marine. 
Jn truth, neither our friends, nor our foes, can 
with to fee us a maritime power, but there will 
arife at the peace, and in a itate of independency, 
other embarrafInients, ar burdens on our com- 
merce. Our national debt, confidering our abi- 
lity, will be immente, and we fhall not eafily agree 
in apportioning of it, to the feveral flates. This, 
and a multitude of other caufes for difpute, are 
fo certain, and fo likely to be productive, that it 
will be miraculous, if we can avoid a.civil war 
with each other, as foon as we fhall be freed from. 
foreign enemies. Heavy taxes mutt at leaft be 
laid, to pay even the interefl of our public debts 
in the exhaufled flate, in which the peace will find 
Us. ‘We cannot think of leflening the principal, 
until 


| gees 

_umtil the Continent fhall have had fome time to 
recover itfelf, But the intereft of our public debt, 
and the expences of government in each flate will 
(though they muft prove heavy) not be the whole 
of our burthens. The civil lift of Congrels, in- 
cluding the expences of their foreign minifters, 


confuls, &c. will exceed all our former expences, 
public and private, under our ancient govern ~ 
ment. Commerce therefore will neceffarily be- 
come the fubject of heavy taxes, becaufe the land- 
holders who are naturally jealous of commerce, 
and not the merchants, will predominate in making 
our laws, and impofing our taxes, a large fhare of 
the taxes muft however fall on the landholder, 
which will oblige him to raife the price of his pro- 
ductions, and this with the taxes on trade, will 
encreafe it to fuch a height, that, we fhall find no 
market in which we fhall not be underfold by 
foreigners. You, who are perfe€ily acquainted 
with the difpofition of thofe, who form the Con- 
grefs, and the Affemblies of the feveral flates, 
know that it is very far from being favourable to 
commerce; their views are fo. contraéted, that 
they never have feen, that agriculture and com- 
merce mutually depend on, and fupport each © 
other. The refolutions of Congrefs, in almoft - 3 
every inflance, demonftrate their ignorance of the 


principles and effects of commerce; the non-ex- 


portation peesaees (for which I mult blame my- 
felf 


(aie. ee 


felf as well as others) was a fatal meafure; it Jaid 


the ax to the root of our commerce, and our agri- 


culture fell with it; that refolution fhews what 
extravagant ideas we then had of our importance, nial 


we flattered ourfelves that by {fhutting our ports, 
we fhould diftrefs Great-Britain and Ireland, and Vi 
flarve the Welt-Indies, fo far as to effe€t our a 
purpofes, but the operation of that refolve well 


nigh ftarved our army, and the poorer people, 
) and brought diftrefs to the doors of every orders _ oe 
unhappily but too many of our leaders are flill i) 


buoyed up with the fame wild, and groundlefs : 
ideas, and when I hear men, reputed as the wifeft | @ 
and moft enlightened of American patriots, ad- 

vance that commerce is rather injurious, than | 
beneficial, and that it would be better to have \ 
{ foreigners who want our produce, to come and n: 


purchafe it, than for us to carry it to them; That 
the whole attention of America as an independent iy 
nation, fhould be turned to agriculture, and the 
manufacturing of articles of the firft necefliry.— 


3 Lee 
When I hear fuch doétrines advanced, and by i \ 
men whom America has been taught to look up | N 
to, and revere,'and reviewing at the fame time, the i ( 
other circumftances which I have touched on, I | i : 
become doubtful, whether our commerce would | f f 


not fuffer as greatly from internal checks, and em- 
barraflments, as from external ones—but, my 


dear friend, we are very far trom the peaceable 
eftablifhment of independency, fo far, that I can- 
didly 


= 


eae 


eo 
didly tell you, that I think there is riot any proba- 
bility of its ever taking place, at leaft in our days, 


The nations of Europe, France excepted, are all 
of them againft it, and none more fo than Spain. 
France becomes every day more indifferent to it, 
but fo long as we can be made their inftruments 
for humbling Great-Britain, Spain will temporize, 
and France will appear to be in earneft on the 
fubject; we are certainly the cheapett inflruments 
they can find, to employ full one half of the forces 


of Great-Britain; forces, which, if left at liberty 


to fail on their foreign pofleffions, would foon 
reduce them, to the ftate they were in in 1762. 
But how dearly do we > pay, for the fervices we are 
performing ? 

The powers of Europe, hitherto - neuter, appear 
at this time far from being indifferent to the fate 
of Great-Britain, fhould any of them take part 
with her, the war will aflume a different appear- 
ance, and our fate will become from that moment 


‘determined. I think there is a probability of fuch — 


an event taking place foon, but my with and 


prayer is for peace, and the re-eftablifhment of 


America in her original rights, The prefent mo- 
ment is unqueftionably the moft i important, Ame- 
rica has ever feen, we are now of more weight in 
the general fcale, than we can poflibly expeé to be 
hereafter, fhould the powers of Europe, once. 


agree, on the terms of peace, our affent will 


hardly be afked, and we fhould find it neceffary 


to 


[, Sh 4 
to acquiefce in the terms impofed on us. The 
prefent opportunity ought therefore to be im- 
proved ; England, it is true, has a formidable 
league at this time again{t her, but we find in 
ancient as well as modern times, that nations lefs 
able to refift, have been fuccefsful, again{t leagues 
{till more formidable ; I do not, indeed, recollect 
any one league, that ever came off victorious, 
over the fingle power leagued againtt. The caufe 
is in the nature of men, and nations; it mult 
therefore ftill exift in a certain degree, and I 
know not why it fhould not even in its full force. 
You will- call this a political letter, again{t which 
we have often protefted, I intended it only as a 
commercial one, but I could not examine the fu« 
ture probable ftate of our commerce under inde- 
pendency, without entering on politics, and T 
have tired you fo effectually by this time, that I 
will take my Jeave with requetfting, that you will 
make my moft refpeétful compliments to Mrs. 
Morris, and by affuring you, that ] am ever, with 
the moft fincere efteem, and attachment, 
Dear STR, 
your mott obedient, 
and very humble fervant, 


\ 
S. DEAN E. 


Hon, Robert Morris, Efq. Philadelphia. 
M. A great 


Ste, 
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_ Agreat part of the obfervations, contained in 
the foregoing letter, on the fituation, of the com 
merce of the United States, under independent fo- 
vereignty, have been, already verified by expe- 
rience ; and it is worthy of remark, that as the 
firft uneafinefs in America, with the Government 


of Great-Britain, arofe on account of the re- 


ftri€tions, laid by Parliament. on commerce ; fo 
almoft the only obftacle, which at this day remains, 
to prevent a reftoration of the moft perfeé friend. 
fhip, between the fubje@s, of both countries, is 
their jealoufy, or different views of this object. — 
Neither party appears, as yet, fully to realize the 
fate, in which their feparation has actually placed 
them, with refpeét to each other ; nor indeed can 
it be expected, that men, fo lately connetled by the 
fame, bonds of law, loyalty, faith, and blood, thould 
at once bring themfelves, to regard each other, in 


the light of aliens, ftrangers, and_ foreigners, 


whofe future conneftions, and intercourfe, are to 
be regulated, and governed by intereft only ; and 
that they have no longer, any rightful claim on 
each other, for commercial privileges, or advan- 
tages of any kind, or nature whatfoever.— Hence 
it is, that the proclamation, reftri@ing the com- 
merce between the United States, and the Britifh 
Weft-Indies, to Britifh fubjeéts, and Britifh fhips, 
has been regarded in America, as an att of par- 
tiality, and even of injuftice, though without that 

| | act, 


fee 


act, no commerce could have taken place, between 
the two countries, in the flate, in which, their 
final feparation, neceflarily left them; And in 
which, (like as with individuals, who are ftrangers 
to, and unconnected with each other,) their trade 
and intercourfe, muft originate, folely from the 
wants, the fuperfluities, and the interefts of both 
parties- Several publications, have appeared 
within the laf twelvemonths, on the trade of 
Great-Britain, and her Weft-India I(ands, with 
the United States, and on the terms, and condi- 
tions, by which it ought to be regulated, and able 
writers have taken oppofite fides, on the queftion, 
but it appears to me, that it has not been placed 


in its true point of light, or jallly, and impar- - 


tially flated, by any of them, though the public 
are indebted to their difcuffion, for much, and 
ufeful information, on this important fubject ; the 
principal arguments of both parties, have been too 
much in this flile, we can better difpenfe, with your 
trade, and commerce, than you can do without ours.— 
But commerce between individuals, or nations, 1s 
not to be regulated, by a principle, or motive, like 
this, but by apparent, or real mutual interefts. 
The principal queftions on this fubject, appear to 
me, to be ; How far itis for the interelts of Great- 
Britain, to indulge the United States, with their 
former privileges of trade, with the Britifh Weft- 
Indies, and to permit. fhips built, and owned in 
| M 2 the 
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the United States, to be purchafed. or freighted, 


by Britifh fubjeGts, in Britifh ports ; there are in« 
deed, feveral other points in queflion, but thefe 


two are the moft important, and on them, oppo- | 


fite opinions, have been advanced. On the one 
hand, the flrenuous fupporters, of the navigation 
act, fay, that no alteration, or repeal of any part 
of it, ought to take place, and confequently, that 
the fubjeéts of the United States cannot, confift- 
ently with the interefts of Great Britain, be per- 
mitted to trade, with her Weft-India iflands, or 
with any of her foreign polfeffions, in their own 


fhips; and that fhips built, or owned in the United » 


States, {hall not be admitted for fale, or freight, 
in any of the Britith ports; on the other, it is 
faid, by thofe, interefted in the Welt-India plan- 
tations, and in that trade, and by. many who are 
engaged in, or acquainted with, the commerce be- 
tween Great-Britain, and the United States, that 
the local fituation, and circumftances of the Weft- 
dndia iflands, are fuch, as to render it effentially, 
for their intereft, and ultimately, for the intereft 
of the whole empire, to grant to the United States, 
a free, and unreliriGed commerce with them ; and 
that to permit thips, built, or owned in the United 


“States, to be purchafed, or freighted, in Britith 
ports, will not prejudice, but greatly promote, the 
commercial interefts of this nation. The facts ad- 
duced, and the arguments urged, in the fupport 


of 


~ 


[ce oye 
of their different opinions, are before the public, 
and it is not my intention, to attempt, to an exa- 
mination of them, but only to make a few obfer- 
vations, which may lead to the adopting of a 
mean, between thefe two extremes. And it ought 
to be obferved, that in a negotiation, for regula- 
ting the commercial intercourfe, of the two coun- 
tries, (the Britifh dominions, and the United 
States), one party, has no claim whatever, on the 
other, and that intereft alone, mutt diftate; and, 
therefore, that previous to the forming of any de- 
cifive opinion, or to the coming, to any final re- 
folution, on the fubje&t, the particular, as wellas 
the general fituation, and interefts, of both, ought 
to be impartially examined, and fated. It is well 
known, that the United States, produce a furplus 
of provifions, of every kind, as alfo of horfes, 
lumber, and a variety of other articles, for which, 
no market can be found, equally near, and favor- 
able, with that, which the Weft-India iflands af- 
ford, and that inreturn, the United States, are in 
want of the production of the iflands, to the full 
amount of their exports to them, and in particular, 
of rum from the Britifh Weft-Indies, which ar- 
ticle is not to be had, at prefent, in any quantity, 
and of a tolerable quality, from any other quarter ; 
And although it has been afferted, that the Britifh 
Welt-Indies, may be fupplied, with the articles, 
formerly furnifhed by the United States, from 
| Greate 
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Great-Britain, Ireland, and the remaining Britifh 
colonies ; yet it has not been denied, by any writer 
on the fubje&, that the Welt-India iflands, by 
means of a free trade with the United States, for 
provifions, horfes, cattle, lumber, &c. will be 
much more regularly, and conflantly fupplied, 
and at a cheaper rate, than what they can be, 
if that trade is prohibited, or too clofely re- 
firiied ; nor has it been pretended by any 
one, that the Weft India iflands, can find in any 
other country, fo extenfive, and advantageous a 
market, for their rum, as in the United States.—— 
Thus far, mutual wants, and mutual advantages, 
in fupplying the demands, of each other, are in- 
difputably in favour, of as free a commercial ine 


tercourfe, between the United States, and the Brie 


tith Weft-Indies, as can be permitted by Great- 
Britain, confiftent with the general intereft, of the 
nation. But befides the articles of the produce, 


of the United States, wanted in the iflands, they — 


have alfo raw materials, to a large amount, 
which im the prefent {tate, of the population, of 
the Continent, cannot be manufa@tured by them, 
to advantage; a foreign market is therefore to be 
fought for, and-this can be found, only in ma- 
nufacturing ceuntries;—In return, the United 


States, are in want, of the manufa@ures, of fo- 


reign countries, toa much larger amount, than the 
value of the raw materials, which they have to 


fend 
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fend abroad; their demand 1s nearly for the value 
of two millions fterling annually, and this demand 
is increafing. Great-Britain, being the firft ma- 
nufaGturing, and commercial nation in the world, 
can give the United States, the beft market, for 
their raw materials, and fupply them on the befk 
terms, with the foreign merchandize, and manu- 
faGtures wanted by them ; and experience fhews 
that the Americans prefer the Britifh markets, and 
‘manufa@tures to all others; and on the part of 
Great-Britain, every foreign market, for her manu- 
fa€tures, is of importance, in proportion to its de- 
mand, and to the value of the raw materials re- 
ceived in return; thefe circumftances naturally 
Jead to the eftablifhing of a trade between the two 
countries, on the moft rational and permanent 
principle, that of mutual intereft. It is undoubte 
edly true, that Great Britain, and her Weft-India 
iflands may, by adopting of certain meafures, and 
fuffering fome temporary inconveniencies, be fup- 
plied with the articles formerly received from the 
United States, from other countries, and to per- 
mit the United. States, to fupply them with thofe: 
articles, in their own fhips, and to enjoy a certaim 
part of the commercial privileges, formerly en- 
joyed by them, under the Britifh Government, 
will be a violation of the navigation att, and of 
fome other aGts of Parliament ;—but it 1s equally 
certain, that without fome privileges of commerce, 
with 
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with Great-Britain, and with her Welt-Indla 
iflands, the United States cannot pay for this 
amount of Britith goods, and manufactures, and 
although they prefer them, to thofe of any other 
country, yet without the means of paying for them, 
they mult difcontinue, or greatly leflen their con- 
umption, But is it not for the intereft of Great- 
Britain, to retain a market, which annually calls 
for near two millions, in value, of her manufac. 
tures? —Irt has been faid, that there is no danger 
on this account, for that other markets. may be 
found, but is it not good policy, for a manufhe: 
turing country, to increafe the number of its 
markets, rather than fimply to exchange one, for 
another, of equal importance ?—The fuperior 
quality of moft of the Britith manufactures, may 
command a market for them in every country, 
which has the means of paying for them, but it 
is but too prebable, if the prefent reftriGions are 
continued, that the merchants in the United 
States, will not be able, for fome years to come, 


to pay even for the goods imported by them dur- 


ing the laft twelve months only ;-—If the Britith 
Welt-Indies can. be fupplied from Great-Britain, 
and Ireland, and the remaining Britifh poflefiions, — 
in America, or indeed from any other country, 
with the articles, formerly fent them, from the 
United States, as regularly, and at as cheap a rate, 
as they heretofore bad them ;—and if thofe who 


fu pply 


a 
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lupply them, will take in exchange, that quatr- 
tity of rum, formerly confumed in the United 
States, it is evident, that the Weft-India planters, 
and merchants, can have nothing to complain of 
on this fabject ; but thefe are queftions not yet 
decided, and the fituation of the Weft-India 
eftates, 3 As fach, ‘as to render the experiment ex- 
tremely hazardous. On the part of the United 
States, it is urged,, that, as Britifh fhips are per- 
mitted; to enter their ports, with the produce, 
manufactures, and merchandize of Great- Britain, 
and.of Ireland, their thips haye an equitable claim, 
to the fame privileges, in the. Britifh, and that the 
fame intercourle ought to be permitted between 


them, and the ‘Britith Wett- India iflands ; ;—the 


havigation ack direily, and wholly forbids this, 
but the late. proclamations, fufpending in part, 
the operation. of. that act, with refpect to the United 
States, admits the farft part of this demand, in 
every article, except that of oil only, and rejects 
the latter,. by confining the trade, between the 
United States and the Britith Welt- Indies, to Bri- 
‘ith built ‘thips, owtfied, and navigated as the att 
prelcribes, ‘by. ‘Britith is tory the part of 
Great- Britain, the queftion appears to me, to be, 
if it is hot more for the interelt, of her commerce, 


and manufactures, to permit the Americans, to be 
theif own carriers, to and from the Weft-India 
iflands, and every other part of her European and 
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American dominions, and to fell their fhips, or to 
take freights, in Britith ports, than by a rigid ad- 
herence, to the letter of the navigation act, to 
expofe her Weft India fubje€is to great in- 
conveniencies, and real loffes, and deprive her 
merchants, and manufaCurers, of a great part 
at leaft of a large, and increafing demand, for their 
goods. It has: been repeatedly demanded, what 
the United States can give, in return, to Great 
Britain, for fuch a relaxation of the navigation att, 


‘{ their favor, and it muft be acknowledged, that 
the United States, by their treaties with France, 


and Holland, cannot grant to Great-Britain, or to 


"any other nation, any exclufive privileges; ; But the 


fubjedis of the United States, being at liberty, to 
prefer the markets, and ‘manufaftures, of ome 
country, to thofe of another, and‘ as they naturally 


will cive the preference, to the Britifh, if they are 


not prevented by 2 aéts, and laws, from carrying their 
produce freely tothole markets, and thereby become 
deprived of a great part of the means of paying foy 
thofe manufatiures, the queftion then. comes to this, 


if the relaxation of the navigation, act, or the privi- | 
| leges urged for, by the ‘Americans, ,will notultimately 


be, as. much. for the intereft ‘of Great Britain, as 
for that of the: United States, and. if.on examina- 
tion, this (hall, (as I think i it will} be found to be 
the cafe, then it is clear, that Great-Britain can 
have no demand, upon the Americans, for any 


thing 


‘i 
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¢hing im return, for meafures, as much for her 
intereft as. for theirs, It would require a large 
volume to difcufs this fubje€t, as fully as it merits, 
I thall therefore only obferve, that as in the manage- 
ment and regulation of the trade, and commercial 
jntercourfe of the two countries, with each other, 
motives of intereft alone muft govern, fo each of 
them, ought to'examine, with the utmoft attention, 
and impartiality, what on the whole 1s moft for 
the general intereft, of their refpective countries, 
and not to confine themfelves, to particular 
branches, or to partial views, — | 

If on the enquiry, it appear to be inconfiftent 
with the general intereft of Great Britain to permit 
the Americans to purchafe, and export from her 
Weit Indies certain articles of their produce, for 
inftance, fugar, or cotton, or indigo, they will be 
excepted, in the general permiflion, and the fame 
principle, muft neceflarily be adopted by the 
United States.—This can afford no jolt grounds 
for complaint, oneither fide. Sugar, cotton, and 
indigo, are almoft the only articles of Weft India 
produce, which Great Britain.can with to make a 
monopoly of—the United States are in no want 
of indigo, and theirconfumption of cotton, has 
ever been inconfiderable, and it is agreed by all 
the writers, on this fubjeét, that the Americans can 
purchafe iugar much cheaper in the French, Dutch 
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‘and Danifh Iflands, than in thofe of the Englifh. 


‘The articles of falted, beef, butter, tallow, and can- 
dles, may be fent to the Welt Indtes, ata lower rate 


from Ireland, than from the United States ; hence 
it appears to me, that if an entirely free, and un- 
limited commerce between the United States, and 
thofe Iflands cannot be permitted, confiftent with 


the general intereft of Great Britain, yet it is not 


a very difficult tafk to regulate it, in fuch a man- 


‘ner, as to be agreeable, and adva ntageous, to oboth 


countries. 
The principal objection to fuch a syfhein 18, bid 


hereby Great Britain, muft Inofe, and the United, 


States gain, in the carrying bufinels ; ; On this 
Lord Sheffield has forcibly argued, .in his 
Obfervations, on the Commerce of the American States. 
Though I muft candidly declare, that, as fartag 


my knowledge extends, the facts advanced by his — 


Lordfhip, in that publication, relative to the im- 
ports, and exports of the United States, are juftly 


‘Rated, yet I can by no means fubfcribe to all the 


inferences, and conclufions, which he draws from 
them. But were I to enter on this fubjett, I fhould 
{well, what is defigned to be but a {mall pam- 
phlet publifhed in my- perfonal vindication, 


into a large volume ; 1 thall therefore only obferve 
generally here, what I have repeatedly urged in. 


converfation with the noble Lord, that there is 
not the Teall danger, of the United States, becom- 
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ing the rivals, of Great Britain, in the carrying 
trade, or in a marine;—That although building 
_ fhips for fale, and for carrying the goods of other 
countries, and for the fifheries, was the pr incipal 
refource of one, or two, (at moft, j of the northern 
flates, yet the United States collectively, never were 
their own carriers; for though the New England 
States, carried their own produce, in thips built 


and navigated by their own people, and in fome 


inftances, became carriers for other countries; yet 


that was not the cafe, with any of the middle, or | 


of the fouthern States. The tobacco, naval ftores, 
rice, indigo, lumber, and other productions of the 
middle, and fouthern . States, required by three 
times more tons of fhipping, than was ever owned 
by them, or that could, .at any period, have been 
put into that bufinefs, by the northern States; and 
that it is not pofiible, at leaft in the natural courfe 
of things, that the fouthern States, can for ages, 
if ever, become carriers even of their own proe 
duce ; and-that it mult require fome {pace of time, 
for the northern States, to havea fufficiency of {hip- 
ping, even to anfwer this demand ;—farther I have 
urged, that, as every one, who has wares, or mer- 
chandize to be tranfported to market, will naturally 
prefer the moft cheap, and direét conveyance, and 
as the purchafers will attend only to the quality, 
and price of them, this branch of commerce, like 
all eters mult, and will, regulate itfelf by the 


infallible 
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infallible principle, of intereft, rightly undeys 
flood ; and it may be worthy of obfervation, that 
if the United States are not permitted to be their 
own carriers between them, and the Weft-Indiecs, 
on the prefumption, that this would encourage 
the carrying trade, and encreafe the marine of 
the northern States, to. the prejudice of that of 
Great-Britain; The confequence will be, that 
the New England States, will turn their attention, 
to the carrying bufinefs of Maryland, Virginia, 
and of the other fouthern States, and by en- 


-grofling of it, more than make themfelves amends, 


for their lofs of freight to, and frem the Britifh 
Wett-Indies. 


I may be told, Nhat my prefent obfervations, 


are in part of them, different from thofe con- 


tained in the foregoing letter, for that I then gave 
it; aS my opinion, that in confequence of the 
confirmation, ‘of the independence of the United 
States, and of their final feparation from Great- 
Britain, Great-Britain would neceffarily exclude 
the fhips of the United States from her Welt-India 
ports ; but it ought to be remembered, that at the 
date of that letter, it was univerfally expefted, 
that at the clofe of the war, the two Florida’s, 
and Eaft Louifiana, would be confirmed to Great- 
Britain; and that the reigning of thofe countries 
to Spain, makes the cafe extremely different, from 
what it would have been, had Great- Britain re- 
tained 
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tained them; atid that I meant, in writing to Mrs 
Morris, to lay before him, not only, what would 
be, for the intereft of Great-Britain, but alfo 
what would be in her power to do, refpecting 
the commerce of the United States. 
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